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Come to where the flavor is. 
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The perfect week 
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IN FG, IT ALL 
ADDS UP 


There’s little disputing that 
the biggest letdownin 
sports is the Super Bowl; 
the game’s hypeis sur- 
passed annually by its lack 
of competitiveness. The 
NFC has walloped the AFC 
by an average of 22.5points — 
over the last 11 Super Bowls. 
Because of the disparity be- 
tween the leagues’ elite, thereis * 
a heightened interest in the NFC 
Championship Game, which in recent 
years, especially in the three succes- 
sive Dallas-San Francisco meetings, 
has been called the Real Super Bowl. 

Where consumers go, advertisers 
soon follow, and the anticipated audi- 
ence for this month’s NFC title game 
has sent commercial rates for the Jan. 
14 broadcast on Fox soaring. Vince 
Wladika, vice president of media rela- 
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' tions for Fox Sports, says that by the 
end of last summer, Fox had sold 99 
! percent of its commercial time, and, 
more telling, atincreased prices. 
| Though exact numbers were unavail- 
' 
' able, Wladika says the cost of a 30-sec- 
| ond commercial is up 20 percent from 


Predictably, the 10th anniversary of the 
collapse of the United States Football 
League went unnoticed last summer. 

The league’s attempt to rival the NFL 
was limited in part by economic con- 
, straints, yet it still managed to eke out 
| three seasons and three championship 
+games—two won by none other than Jim 
| Mora, who says he found coaching the 

Philadelphia/Baltimore Stars a lot more 
satisfying than coaching the New Or- 
leans Saints. 
But what if the USFL ultimately 
had survived? Perhaps it now 
would be meeting the NFLina 
showdown of champions in, 
say, the American Bowl. Or 
maybe the marriage of the 
two leagues would have al- 
lowed for a third NFL confer- 
ence called the USFC. (Remember, 
the NFL and AFL were competing 
leagues until they merged in 1970, 
four years after beginning interleague 
play in Super Bow! 1.) 
The crowds didn’t show up 
en masse to see the underdog 
league, which played 
games on Fridays 
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uary’s conference cham- 
pionship, which capped 
the network’s first year 
covering the NFC. More- 
over, NBC commands 
much less money from 
_ advertisers for its broad- 
cast of the AFC title game. 
Wladika contends that, al- 
4 though it would be disappoint- 
—” ing were Dallas and San Francis- 
co not to square off in the confer- 
ence championship, the 49ers are 
secondary to the game’s drawing 
power: “People are anticipating a po- 
tential rematch, but...even if it’s not 
San Francisco, the interest from ad- 
vertisers is anticipatory of Dallas. Dal- 
las is always a draw. Dallas is still the 
No. 1 draw in all of football.” 
—Jeff Weinstock 


THE STAR-STUDDED...USFL? 


through Mondays, from February to June. 
Games routinely drew fewer than 20,000 
fans. But the league was not without talent. 
In consecutive years, the USFL snatched 
Heisman Trophy winners Herschel Walker 
(pictured), Mike Rozier and Doug Flutie, in 
addition to blue-chip pro prospects Steve 
Young, Jim Kelly, Reggie White, Anthony 
Carter and Mel Gray and established NFL 
veterans Joe Cribbs, Brian Sipe and Doug 
Williams. 

Many USFL players found success af- 
ter their graduation to the NFL. Both 
Young and Williams used their experi- 
ences with the L.A. Express and Okla- 
homa/Arizona Outlaws, respectively, as 
steppingstones to future Super Bowl MVP 
performances, while others, like Ricky 
Sanders, Gary Clark and Sean Landetta, 
landed multiple Super Bowl rings. 49ers 
center Bart Oates became this era’s clos- 
est thing to Otto Graham, earning five 
championship rings—three Super Bow! 
wins with the 49ers and back-to-back US- 
FL titles with the Stars, in 1984 and ’85. 

A decade later, football’s forgotten 
league is missed in at least one respect: 
Los Angeles would still have a football 
team. —Paui M. Johnson 
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iN) the sold di ier on el left. Tn fact, al the soldiers in this picture have the 


"opportunity to earn $20,000, $25,000, 
Can you find the $30,000 30,000 for college. £ 
in this picture? “Or up’ to$ or college, for a two, 


three or four year enlistment respectively. 
You can too. All you have.to do is qualify. The Montgomery GI Bill plus the Army 
College Fund are great ways the Army helps you save for college. Along the way, you'll 
also learn things like confidence, teamwork, and self-discipline. The things that will 
make you better prepared for college: And for life. 

See your Army Recruiter. Or call 1-800-USA-ARMY. ARMY, BE ALL YOU CAN BE. 


THAT'S COAGH HALEY 
TO YOU, BUDDY 


Now that M.L. Carr has paved 


the way, look for Jack Haley, the 
90s version of ’80s towel-waving 
Carr, to start glad-handing own- 
ers and GMs in hopes of landing a 


BOY SCOUT 


Most high school basketball 
players aim to be the next Michael 
Jordan. Josh Pastner would happily 
settle for being the next Dean Smith. 

Since boyhood, Pastner, an 18- 
year-old varsity guard at Kingwood 
High in the town of Kingwood, just 
north of Houston, has prepared tire- 
lessly for the end of his playing ca- 
reer, though it has hardly begun. 
Bent on remaining in the game that 
consumes him, and aware of the 
long odds against making itasa 
player, Pastner in the seventh grade 
began coaching children’s recre- 
ational teams. A year later, he was 
tutoring kids individually. Says 
Pastner, “I figure the next best 
thing to playing is coaching.” 

As asophomore at King- 
wood, Pastner made a power 
surge worthy of Pat Riley. After 
the school’s junior varsity 
coach was fired, Pastner bid to 
become the squad’s player- 
coach. “| sent my resume in,” 
he says unashamedly. 
“They told me! had to 
have acollege educa- 
tion. | probably had 
the qualifications 
coaching-wise.” 

Undeterred, 
Pastner, himselfa 
candidate to play col- 
lege ball, has turned 
his energies toward 
his self-styled “Josh 
Pastner’s Scouting 
Service,” ascout- 
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because | 
know the 


game of basket- 


future NBA head-coaching 


position. 


The mere fact that he can 
relate well with Dennis Rod- ball. I’m a tremendous motiva- 
man qualifies him as coaching tor. It’s my natural call. | want to 
material in our book. grow up to be Phil Jackson. | 
“For eight straight years, I’ve 


taken the very first seat next to 


just don’t know if ll go withthe | 
Indian Circle or Zen Bud- © 
dhism.” 

How about justthe beard? © 


the coach,” says Haley. “The 


last two years | haven’t played 


much at all and have been treat- “If it gets the job done, I’m 


ed like part of the coaching staff. with it.” 


I’m included in a lot of meetings. 
“Coaching is what I’m good at 


ing report on high school talent he 
has written the last three summers 
based on his evaluations of the 
players he faced or observed during 
summer league tournaments. It’s a 
heady concept: arecruit doing his 
own recruiting. He sends his cri- 
tiques to NCAA coaches across the 
country, free of charge and usually 
right on the money. The service en- 
ables Pastner to demonstrate his 
basketball acumen to men who 
could one day offer him a job. 
Pastner has counseled everyone 
from Arizona’s Lute Olson to Duke’s 
Mike Krzyzewski to Connecticut’s 
Jim Calhoun. “I’ve talked to them 
all,” says Pastner. “I’ll come home 
from a tournament Sunday night. I'll 
have a flood of calls first thing Mon- 
day. They call to find out who was 
hot, any sleepers, anything they 
need to know about.” 
Willis Wilson, head coach at 
Rice University who has fre- 
quent contact with the boy 
scout, vouches for the relia- 
bility of Pastner’s judgment. 
Says Wilson, “If Josh called 
me and said, ‘Hey, 
Coach, these are 
five players who 
are the kind of 
guys you’re 
looking for at 
Rice, I’d respect 
that enough to 
» look.” —Jeff 
Weinstock 
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Labor strife, strikes and name- 
calling between sports unions and 
players have made huge headlines 
in sports pages across the country. 
So not surprisingly, many pundits 
are literally knocked off their feet on 
the too-rare occasion when man- 
agement and players actually agree 
onsomething. 

Here’s one area of agreement 
that’s bound to have a positive ef- 
fect for years to come. In commem- 
oration of the 50th anniversary of 
the NFL’s post-World War Il integra- 
tion, 50 of the league’s top players 
have donated $10,000 each to the 
United Negro College Fund. Not to 
be outdone, the NFL is contributing 
$500,000 in matching funds. (Who 
says management and players can’t 
cooperate when money is in- 
volved?) 

In total, that’s a whopping $1 
million that will be used to provide 
scholarships inthe amount of 
$5,000 each to needy students en- 
rolling in approximately 107 histori- 
cally black colleges nationwide. 

Several players who starred at 
black colleges, including wide re- 
ceiver Jerry Rice (Mississippi Valley 
State) and lineman Jackie Slater 
(Jackson State), have contributed 
mightily to the success of the NFL. 
For many of these players, support- 
ing UNCF is a way to give back to 
the institutions and to reward eligi- 
ble students who otherwise might 
not be able to afford a college edu- 
cation. As one player puts it: “We 
need to make sure that all who want 
it get the chance to succeed aca- 
demically. A solid college education 
lays the foundation for personal and 
career development that can make 
fora better society.” 

Scholarships will be awarded 
starting in 1996. 

The United Negro College Fund 
has long proclaimed, “Amindisa 
terrible thing to waste.” The NFL 
and its players are saying, “We 
won't stand for it.” 

—Raymond Harper 
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The Bulls opened the season witha 
lineup that consisted of Michael Jordan, 
the greatest shooting guard ever; Scottie 
Pippen, who played shooting guard in Jor- 
dan’s year-and-a-half absence from the 
sport; and Ron Harper, the former high- 


scoring Clippers shooting guard. 


The questionis, with all the gis 
shooters in the lineup, who plays , 
the point? Who distributes the ball 


to the potent Bulls scorers? 


“Whoever gets the rebound is no 


point guard, and whoever doesn’t is the 
2,3and 4,” says Jordan. “Simple as that. 


It’s the way the game is going. 


“You don't have to go with two guards, 
two forwards and acenter anymore. You 
limit yourself when you do that. The stars of 
today can play two or three positions. Ver- 
satility wins championships, not dominant 
centers like the days of old. The last seven 
NBA championships have been won by 
teams that didn’t have dominant centers.” 

Uh, Mike, aren’t you forgetting about a 


guy named Olajuwon? 


“You want to call Hakeem a center? | 


don’t. He’s a power forward. He’s 6-9, 


6-10, can move outside, inside, re- | 


bound. He has more versatility than | 
most centers | know. He’s a domi- 
nant player, buthe’snotadomi- (> 


nant center.” 


Prime Time NFL Football, Starring Deion 


Sanders 

MFG: Sega Sports 
FORMAT: Sega Genesis 
RETAIL: $69.99 


Deion’s already done wide receiver, 


but how about running back? 
Or quarterback? With Deion 
Sanders, the NFL’s most dy- 
namic player, the sky’s the 
limit—as is the fun for the 
video-game buff with 
Sega’s latest release, 
“Prime Time NFL Football.” 
With the marketplace 
flooded, it’s difficult to find 
asports game that rises 
above the ordinary. 
“Prime Time” does. Of 
course, there are the 
commonly strong, color- 
ful graphics comple- 


mented with game-action sounds. Not so 
ordinary is the game’s meticulous atten- 
tion to detail, resulting in animation so 
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| crisp that the players seem to have the 
| ability to reach out and tackle you. That’s 
| the kind of realism video-game players 
| crave. 
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This is the NFL in a box. Thirty pro fran- 


chises are represented, including expan- 
sion teams Carolina and Jacksonville. 


Rosters include 1,500 
names. There’sevena 
free-agent feature that lets 
you as team owner revital- 
ize your squad with the 
most coveted free agentin 
NFL history, Deion Sanders. 
| Gota weak backfield? No 
problem. Bid for Deion or 
| make a trade for him. In reali- 
Re Sanders is a Cowboy, but 
inthis game he can be on any 
team, at any time. Darn close 
to reality, huh? 
Simply put, “Prime Time 
NFL Football, Starring Deion 
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Sanders,” is special, just like the man who 
endorses it. 
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Cracked Rear View 
(Atlantic) 05872 


Chris Isaak: Forever Blue 
(Reprise) 08711 
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from long 
commitments. 


Raekwon: 
Only Built 4 Cuban Linx 
(Loud Records) 00061 # 


England 
(cay 


Alabama: 
In Pictures 
(RCA) 


Red Hot Chili 


ppers: What 
Hits!? (EMI) 00144 # 
The Tony Bennett/ 
Bill Evans Album 
(Fantasy) 00280 
D'Angelo: Brown Sugar 
(EMI) Boze $ 
Hum: You'd Prefer An 


00070 


00083 


Astronaut (RCA) 00296 # 
Clueless/Sdtrk. 

Coolio, Cracker, others. 
(Capitol) 00341 
Aladdin/Sdtrk. 


A Whole New World, Prince 
Ali, etc. (Walt Disney) 00411 
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TLC: CrazySexyCool 

(LaFace/Ansta) 06352 
Oklahomal/Sdtrk. Film ver- 
sion with Shirley Jones, others. 
(Broadway Angel) 00890 
The Essential Charlie 
Parker (Verve) 
RCA Victor Greatest Hits 
Series: Tchaikovsky 
Greatest Hits (RCA) 00952 


Stone Temple Pilots: Core 


~ CLASSIC 


Fleetwood Mac: Greatest _ 
Hits (Wamer Bros.) 00796 
Buffalo Springfield: 
Retrospective (Ais) 00844 
Eric Clapton: The Cream 
Of Clapton (Polydor) 08241 


01520 
: Classics (14 Greatest 
fate wean : 14822 ¢ 
Paul Simon: Negotiations 
And Love Songs 1971-86 
(Warner Bros.) 20461 
The Very Best of Yes 
{Atlantic 20671 


les: Greatest Hits 1971- 
1975 (Asylum) 23481 
F ner: The Very Best... 
And (Atlantic) 24722 
The Steve Miller Band: 
Greatest Hits 1974-1978 
(Capitol) 33199 
Moody Blues: ind OF A 
Band (Greatest Hits) 
(Threshold) 34284 


The Best Of .38 Special: 
Flashback (A&M) 42864 


The Donna Summer 
Anthology 
(Casablanca) 
43507 * 
Bonnie Raitt: 
Longing In 
Their Hearts 
(Capitol) 02742 
Frank Sinatra: 
Duets 
(Capitol) _ 03039 
Michael W. Smith: 
lll Lead You Home 
(Reunion) 00989 
James Brown: 
20 All-Time Greatest Hits 
(Polydor) 01342 


Blackhawk (Arista) 01588 
Salt-N-Pepa: Very 
Necessary (London) 01595 
Aretha Franklin: 

Greatest Hits (1980-1994) 
(Arista) 01597 
Blind Melon: Soup 

(Capitol) 01667 
Gershwin Plays Gershwin: 
The Piano Rolls 
(Elektra/Nonesuch) 01675 
Holly Cole: Temptation 
(Metro Blue) 02024 
Yellowjackets: Dreamland 
(Warner Bros.) 02231 


Ace Of Base: The Sign 
(Arista) 02354 
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Allman Brothers Band: 

A Decade Of Hits 
1969-1979 (Polydor) 35031 
David Bowie: Changes- 
bowie (Rykodisc) 43693 
The Best Of 

The Doobie Brothers 
(Warner Bros.) 43738 


een Greatest Hits, 

|. 2 (Asylum) 63318 
Chicago: Greatest Hits 
1982-1989 (Reprise) 63363 
The John Lennon 
Collection (Capitol) 73627 
Best Of The Grateful Dead: 
Skeletons From The Closet 
(Warner Bros.) 83892 
Rod Stewart: 

The Mercury Anthology 
(Mercury) 01161 2s 
The Best Of The Doors 
(Elektra) 70407 = 
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Shania Twain: 
The Woman In Me 
(Mercury Nashville) 06935 


For the Priceot = 
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Also available on 


Annie Lennox: Medusa 
(Arista) 03678 


Faith (Bad Boy/Arista) 00968 
John Michael Montgomery: 


Kickin’ It Up 
(Atlantic Nashville) 02402 


Yanni: 

Live At The Acropolis 
(Private Music) 
Soundgarden: Super- 
unknown (A&M) 


02477 


02515 


cassettes 


Fourplay: Elixir 
(Warmer Bros.) 
Faith Hill: 

it Matters To Me 
(Wamer Bros.) 


Crash Test Dummies: 
God Shuffled His Feet 
(Arista) 02593 
Heart: 

The Road Home 
(Capitol) 


02142 


02190 


02967 


\ 
Blues Traveler: Four 


Elton John: 
Goodbye Yellow Brick Road 
03076 


(Polydor) 

The Crow/ Sdirk. Stone 
Temple Pilots, Rage Against 
The Machine, Nine Incl 

Nails, others. (Atlantic) 03173 


Blackhawk: Strong Enough 


(Arista Nashville) 


Martina McBride: Wild 
Angels (RCA) 03241 
Travis Tritt: Ten Feet Tall 
And Bulletproof 

(Wamer Bros.) 03244 
Collective Soul: Hints, 
Allegations & Things Left 
Unsaid (Atlantic) 03309 
Jon Secada: Heart, Soul & 
AVoice (SBK) 03323 


Blues Traveler (A&M) 03386 


Empire Records/Sdtrk. 
Gin Blossoms, Cranberries, 
Edwyn Collins, others. 

(A&M) 03457 


The Lion King/Sdtrk. 
(Walt Disney) 


Rod Stewart: 
Spanner In The Works 
(Wamer Bros.) 03827 


The Best Of Woodstock 
(Atlantic) 04908 


03183 


03533 


rer rte te ew we ew ew ew ew ee ew eS 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


INDIANAPOLIS IN 


FIRST-CLASS MAIL 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


PERMIT NO. 5071 


06046 


O} 
KES 


Sheryl! Crow: 
Tuesday Night Music 
Club (A&M) 03061 


John Mellencamp: 
Dance Naked 
(Mercury) 04906 


Cecilia Bartoli: Mozart 
Portraits (London) 04923 
Soundgarden: Badmotor- 
finger (A&M) 05637 
Emerson, Lake & Palmer: 
Brain Salad SUNY 
(Victory) 1676 & 
The Tractors (Arista) 05721 
Joshua Redman: 

Mood Swing 

(Wamer Bros.) 05845 
Brooks & Dunn: Waitin’ On 
Sundown (Arista) 


pny Grant House Of Love 
(A&M) 05902 


James Galway: Wind Of 
Change Tears In Heaven, 
more. (RCA) 05960 
Anita Baker: Rhythm Of 
Love (Elektra) 05980 
Gerald Levert: Groove On 
(EastWest) 05986 
Keith Whitley: A Tribute 
Album Lorrie Morgan, 

Alan Jackson, others. 


(BNA) 05995 


Alabama: 
Greatest Hits, 


Vol. Ill 
(RCA) 05996 


Tracy Lawrence: 

| See It Now (Atlantic) 06017 
Eric Clapton: 

From The Cradle 
(Warner Bros.) 

Red Hot & Country 
Mary Chapin Carpenter, 
Patty Loveless, Johany Cash, 
others (Mercury) 06045 
Toby Keith: Boomtown 
(Polydor) 


06025 


Jeff Foxworthy: 
Games Rednecks Play 


(Wamer Bros.) 08877 
Clint Black: One Emotion 


(RCA) 06155 
R.E.M.: Monster 

(Warmer Bros.) 06164 
The Notorious B.1.G.: 

Ready To Die 

(Bad Boy/Arista) 06160 # 
Jeff Foxworthy: You Might 
Be A Redneck If... 

(Warmer Bros.) 06173 


Bon Jovi: Cross Road (Greatest 
Hits) (Mercury) 06183 
Barry White: The Icon Is 
Love (A&M) 06185 
Vision: The Music Of 


Hildegard von Bingen 
(Angel) 06215 
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BMG MUSIC SERVICE 
PO BOX 91001 
INDIANAPOLIS IN 46209-9637 


Boyz Il 

Men: Il 

(Motown) 06028 

Better Than Ezra; 

Deluxe 

(Elektra) 08160 

Tom Petty: Wildflowers 
(Warner Bros.) 06260 
Brandy (Atlantic) 06266 
Bryan White 

(Asylum) 06267 


Jason's Lyric/Sdtrk. LL Cool 
J, Tony!Toni!Toné!, others. 
(Mercury) 06268 


PAVAROTTI 


® 


Pavarotti & Friends 2 
With Bryan Adams, others. 
(London) 08892 & 


Frank Sinatra: Duets Il 
(Capitol) 06269 
Megadeth: Youthanasia 
(Capitol) 06272 
The Best Of David Sanborn 
(Reprise) 06274 
George Jones: 

All-Time Greatest Hits 
(Liberty) 06278 
Barbra Streisand: Hello 
Dolly (Philips) 06314 
Madonna: Bedtime Stories 
(Maverick/Sire) 06356 
The Best Of Sting 1984- 
1994: Fields Of Gold 

(A&M) 06357 
The Unplugged Collection, 
Vol. 1 Rod Stewart, 

Paul McCartney, others. 
(Wamer Bros.) 06393 
The Chieftains: The Long 
Black Veil Featuring Sting, 
The Rolling Stones, others. 
(RCA Victor) 06408 
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save more the 
longer you stay 
~ up to 70%. 


The Tribute To Elvis- 

It's Now Or Never Michael 
Bolton, Tony Bennett, others. 
(Mercury Nashville) 06498 


Real McCoy: Another Night 


(Arista) 06500 
Neal McCoy: 

You Gotta Love That! 
(Atantic) 06904 
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The Cranberries: No Need 

To Argue (Island) 06258 
John Michael Montgomery 
(Atlantic) 08251 


Rusted Root: When | Woke 
(Mercury) 08460 


George Duke: Illusions 
(Warner Bros.) 06926 
Stevie Wonder: Conversa- 
tion Peace (Motown) 08069 
The Jerky Boys 2 
(Atlantic) 

Luciano Pavarotti: 
Pavarotti In Central Park 
(London) 

Belly: King 
(Reprise/Sire) 

World Of Morrissey 
(Sire) 

Goo Goo Dolls: A Boy 
Named Goo 

(Warner Bros.) 
Encomium: A Tribute 
To Led Zeppelin Hootie & 
The Blowfish, others. 

(Atlantic) 08135 
The Best Of New Order 
(QwestWarer Bros.) 08153 
Matthew Sweet: 
100% Fun (Zoo 
Entertainment) 08166 
Lorrie Morgan: 
Greatest Hi 

(BNA) 08232 
Skid Row: 
Subhuman Race 
(Atlantic) 08252 
Madonna: The Immaculate 
Collection (Sire) 54164 


08079 # 


08122 


08125 


08127 


Seal (1994) 
(Wamer Bros/Sire) 05907 


DAVE 


MATTHEWS 


Dave Matthews Band: 
Under The Table And 
Dreaming (RCA) 


Neil Young: Mirror Bail 
(Reprise) 


The Rembrandts: LP 


David Sanborn: Pearls Freni, Pavarottl 
(Elektra) 08324 etal.Berin = awed Jose 
Adina Howard: i J Monica: Miss Thang 
Do You Wanna Ride? The best-selling a ows Recon) 08792 
(EastWest) f All-4-One: 
all time! And The Music Speaks 
{London} — (Atlantic/ Biitzz) 08917 
05615 « : Bjork: Post (Elektra) 08919 
Pops Grand Puba: 2000 
2 Pe (Elektra) 08920 # 
Of Boston Ugly Kid Joe: Menace To 
Papert Orchestra 2 Sts |] Sobriety (Mercury) 08926 
. = ee 
“cntrtay—""" For the Price of domto 
| Am An Elastic Firecracker stay as lon as 
U2, Seal, Brandy, others. ({/S!4nd) were 
jantic) : ; Elton John: Made In you want if 
(Avent) 08915 England (Rockel/PRI) 08583 = por 
Of Dirty Bastard: Return To The Infamous Mobb you buy just 
The 36 Chambers: The Dirty (Loud Records) ossbs $ 
Version (Elektra) 08447# Finer Short Bus Incognito: 
Kut Klose: (Reprise) oset1# 100 Begroes And Risin 
raptor osase classic Disney: 60 Years Of er (Verve/ Forecast) 33 
—_ ra) . Musical Magic Vol. | Includes R Don Juan DeMarco/Sdtrk. 
le! lancock: songs from “The ing,” Bryan Adams, more. 
Dis Is Da Drum “Mary Poppins” and others. ] | bl (A&M 08942 
Deiedooum — 4, Mayroorr somes Also available on cassettes ai """ » 
The Bridges Of The New Reality 
Madison a (Chrysalis) 10606 
Dinah mypon, Boyz ll Men: Cooleyhigh- 
Johnny Hartman, more. iemoniy ‘Motown’ $0930 
{Malpeso) 08709 Jackson Browne: Running 
Start with Buy only 1 at the Then get 3 Enjoy 11 The Best Of On Empty (Elektra) 11056 
7 FREE regular Club price © more CDs of your CDs for the Otis ing (Rhino) 08756 Aaron Neville: The Tattooed 
CDs now within a year choice, FREE price of 1 Prince: The Hits 1 Heart (A&M) 16655 
A shipping and handling charge is added to each selection. (WByPaisley Park) 02228% ABBA: Gold-Greatest Hits 
The Idiot's Guide To (Polydor) 20679 
Classical Music Eric Clapton: Unplugged 
(RCA Victor) 08787 (Warner Bros.) 23690 


Start Saving! Mail This Postage-Paid Card Today. 


@ Piease accept my membership in the BMG Music Service and send my 7 FREE selections as indicated. Under the terms of this offer, | agree lo buy just 1 
selection at the regular Club price ($14.98 to $16.98 for CDs; $8.98 to $10.98 for cassettes) within a year. | will then receive 3 more choices FREE! 
That's 11 for the price of 1, with nothing more to buy, ever! | understand that a shipping and handling charge will be billed for each selection. 


Instant 


@ Send my selections on (check only); O1CDs O Cassettes 


© Rush me these 7 hits now (indicate by number): 
A 2CD set (*x) counts as 2 selections. 


| am always free to choose from any category, but | am most interested in the music category checked here (check one only): 


1. uGHTsounps 2. (1) COUNTRY a Dwarprock 4 (Clsorrrockapop 5.0) ctassicatt) 
Bette Midler ‘Alan Jackson Bon Jovi Etton John Luciano Pavarotti 
Frank Sinatra Shania Twain Van Halen Hootie & The Blowfish Evgeny Kissin BMG MUSIC 
6.0 yazz 7.0 METAL 8. 0 R&B/DANCE 9.0) ALTERNATIVE SERVICE 
Oo Fourplay Pantera TLC The Cranbemes 
Mr. David ACIDC Boyz li Men Green Day From day one, every 
© ars time you buy a CD or 
hie —=s wre 4 es - cassette at the regular 
(PLEASE PRINT) First Name Initial Last Name Club price, you're 
entitled to buy another 
Address = —— =e = of equal or lesser 
value at half price. 
———— —— = = 771 Canadian residents malt 
City State Zip ably to: 
( ) BMG Music Service 
ses. ——s —— SSS. Bax 7010 
Phone Area Code Signature Mississauga ON L5A 4/3 2 


(1) Memiters who choose CLASSICAL as their fstening interest will be serviced by the BMG Classical Music Service. 

We reserve the right to request additional information, reject any application or cancel any membership. Limited to new members. Local taxes, if any, wall 
be added. Offer available in continental USA and under special arrangement in Alaska and Hawaii. Offer not available in Puerto Rico, APO or FPO. Offer and 
product selection may vary in Canada. 
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Melissa Etheridge: Yes | Am 
(Island) 35501 


Jethro Tull: Aqualung 
(Chrysalis) 24705 


Beastie Boys: Ill Communi- 
cation (Capitol) 24717 # 


Stone Temple Pilots: Purple 
(Atlantic) 24738 


Blind Faith (Polydor)25073 # 
Eric Clapton: Slowhand 
(Polydor) 25094 
Supertramp: Breakfast In 


America (A&M) 25246 
Melissa Etheridge: Never 
Enough (island) 25435 


Eagles: Hotel California 
(Asylum) 
The Big ChilSdtrk. 


(Motown) 33970 
Bryan Adams: So Far So 
Good (A&M) 34771 


Alan Jackson: Who | Am 
(Arista) 34793 
10,000 Maniacs: MTV 
Unplugged (Elektra) 35061 
Carreras, Domingo & 
Pavarotti: The 3 Tenors In 
Concert Mehta conducts. 
(London) 3! 
Bette Midler: Bette Of 


Roses (Atlantic) 40445 


(Reprise) 53190 


U2: The Joshua 
Tree (Island) 53501 

Bob Marley: 

(Island) 53521 


nike sT8aAt 


Dire Straits: 

Live At The BBC 

(Wamer Bros.) 02140 
AC/DC: Live (Atlantic) 00201 
Phil Collins: Serious Hits... 
Livel (Atlantic) 00324 
Anthrax: Live- The Island 
Years (sland) 03159 


Bryan Adams: Live! Live! 
Live! (A&M) 06497 

Yoakam: Dwight 
Live (Reprise) 08713 
Elvis Presley: Live At 


Madison Square Garden 
(RGA) 30070 


Marvin Gaye: 15 Greatest 
Hits (Motown) 53534 2 


White: 
All-Time Greatest Hits 
(Mercury) 05866 


Kenny G: Breathless 
(Arista) $4317 
Neil Young: Unplugged 
(Reprise) 64125 
Bette Midler: Experience 
The Divine-Greatest Hits 
(Atlantic) 64291 
Van Morrison: Moondance 
(Warmer Bros.) 


Elvis Presley: The Number 


One Hits (RCA) 72190 
Janet Jackson's Rhythm 
Nation 1814 (A&M) 72386 
Pantera: 

Far Beyond Driven 


(EastWest America) 73909 # 


The Police: Every Breath 
You Take—The Singles 
(A&M) 73 
The Cranberries: Ererrooey 
Else Is Doing It, So Why 
Can't We? (island) _ 80023 
ZZ Top: Greatest Hits 
(Warner Bros.) 83411 
Garth Brooks: In Pieces 
(Liberty) 93710 
The Band: The Last Waltz 
(Warner Bros.) 01636 * 
Pet Shop Boys: Alternative 
(EMI) 02010 a2 
Hank Williams: 40 Greatest 
Hits (Polydor) 09570 * 
Joshua Redman Quartet: 
ihe Of The Moment - 

At The Village Vanguard 


(Wamer Bros.) 02221 + 


Thorogood & 
The 2 Live 
(EMI) 54652 
Allman Brothers Band: 
The Fillmore Concerts 
(Polydor) 01159 4 
Van Halen: Live: 

ht Here, Right Now 
(Viamer Bros.) 01165 #4 
The Police: Live 
(A&M) 
Phish: A Live One 
(Elektra) 08922 + 


Simon & Garfunkel: 

The Concert In Central 
Park (Warner Bros.) 44005 
Grateful Dead: Ew 72 
(Wamer Bros.) 53931 2 
The Doors: In Concert 


08551 * 


(Elektra) 93427 
Saturday Night Fever/Sdtrk. 
(Polydor) 34687 


Here’s how your Club works: 


Start with our 7-1-3 Formula to introduce you to the Club...and to 


your savings! 


CHOOSE THE MUSIC YOU LOVE. 
* Pick 7 FREE CDs (or cassettes) right now from the many great 


choices in this ad. 


. just 1 selection at the regular Club price (currently $14.98 
to $16.98 for CDs; $8.98 to $10.98 for cassettes) within a year. 

* Then choose 3 more FREE. That's 11 for the price of 1 
(plus shipping and handling for each selection) with nothing 
more to buy, ever! 


ever 


USTEN WITH NO RISK. You may take 10 days to listen to your 
introductory selections and look over the accompanying terms of 


Club membership. 


* If you're not completely satisfied, simply return your selections 
at our expense—with no further obligation. 

SHOP FROM THE COMFORT OF HOME. Discover how convenient 

it is to shop with BMG Music Service. 

* You'll get our exclusive Club Catalog about every three weeks 
(19 shopping opportunities a year), filled with hundreds of 
choices in a variety of music categories, plus music news, artist 
interviews and recommendations from our experts. 

* So easy! Every issue offers a Featured Selection in your pre- 
ferred music category. If you want the Featured Selection, don't 
do a thing—you'll receive it automatically. 

* Your choice! If you want other hits from the Cataiog — or none 
at all — just return the Notification Card provided by the speci- 
fied date. You'll have at least 10 days to decide. 

« No pressure! If you should have fewer than 10 days to reply 
and receive an unwanted Featured Selection, simply return it at 


our expense. 


SAVE AGAIN AND AGAIN. From day one, for every selection you 

buy at the regular Club price, you may choose another of equal or 

lesser value at 50% off. But that’s not all. 

® The longer you remain a BMG Music Service member, the more 
you save — up to 50%, 60%, even 70% — with our special 


sales and discounts. 


We're sure you'll enjoy your exclusive Club benefits. But if you 
ever want to cancel, just write and tell us. It's your choice any- 
time—after you buy your one regular-Club-price selection, Why 
wait? Join BMG Music Service now and start saving. 

Hf the reply card is missing, please write to: 


PAN 


BMG Music Service, P.O. Box 91001, 
Indianapolis, IN 46291-0002 


Parectial Adwsory—Contains explicit hes and/or artwork, 
2 2€D sat (counts as 2 selections). 


© Not available on cassette. 


= rac. 


Dog and hom are trademarks of General Electric Company, USA. 
The BMG logo is a trademark of BMG Music. Other trademarks 


used in the advertisement are the property of vanous trademark 
‘owners. BMG Music Service, 6550 £. 30th St 


indianapolis, IN 46219-1194 


© 1995 OMG Dewet 
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PRINCIPLE 


“Mamas, don’t 
your babies 
grow up to be 
Peters.” That is, 
don’t name your babies 
Peter, if you don’t want 
little sports experts 
running around your 


living room in 
ths: musi ie 
PUTTING THE 
LOVE BACK IN 
TENNIS 


Not since the early 1980s, when fiery 
John McEnroe dueled stoic Bjorn Borg and 
superathlete Martina Navratilova stalked 
nerveless Chris Evert, has tennis simulta- 
neously boasted two riveting rivalries. 

Tennis fans are salivating over the mere 
possibility of Andre Agassi-Pete Sampras 
and Steffi Graf-Monica Seles showdowns, 
especially at such major tournaments as 
this month’s Australian Open. 

Unlike 1980s rivalries among McEnroe, 
Jimmy Connors and Ivan Lendl, which 
were spiced with acrimony and controver- 
sy, Davis Cup teammates Sampras and 
Agassi genuinely like each other, traveling 
together to tournaments on Agassi’s pri- 
vate jet. “Andre is the one guy whol feel 
that even if | play well, he can still beat me,” 
says Sampras. 

Meanwhile, following an incredible 
comeback 28 months after being 
stabbed by a deranged fan, Seles re- 
newed her compelling rivalry with Graf 
(pictured) and energized women’s tennis. 
Upon her return, former No. 1 Seles 
steamrolled the Canadian Open field, 
surrendering just 14 games in five match- 
es in her ballyhooed return to competi- 
tion. 

That set the stage at the U.S. Open for 
the most eagerly awaited women’s match 
since the legendary Suzanne Lenglen beat 
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SIMON BRUTYALLSPORT 


every sporting event they see on TV. 

We warn you because we’ve dis- 
covered an alarming trend in TV: 
The sports world’s best informa- 


Peter: Peter Vecsey, who covers 
the NBA for NBC; Peter Gam- 


League Baseball for ESPN; 
) and Peter King, who covers 


Night Football. 
_Explains Vecsey, “I 
thinkitwas 
Jesus who 
said 
about Peter, ‘Upon 
this rock, I shall build 
my sports credibility.’ ” 
Well, that’s not 
quite the way we re- 
member it, but it’ll do for 
now. 
—Darryl Howerton 


Helen Wills in Cannes, France, in 1926. 
That Graf had problems in her own life— 
she was distressed by her father’s incar- 
ceration in Germany on tax evasion 
charges, painful back and foot injuries, and 
her ailing grandmother—only added to the 
drama. 

Graf coolly and courageously prevailed, 
7-6, 0-6, 6-3, inasensational U.S. Open fi- 
nal that more than lived up to expectations. 
Graf called her 18th career Grand Slam sin- 
gles title—tying her with Navratilova and 
Evert—“a dream” and “the biggest win I’ve 
ever achieved.” Seles, a bit overweight but 
Still a tigerish fighter, reacted with a “Wow!” 
and said she was “ecstatical.” 

With Sampras and Agassi’s rivalry in 
top gear, with Graf streaking to the last 
three Grand Slam crowns, and with Seles 
determined to regain the throne she so 
tragically lost, the possibility that all four will 
meet in the Australian men’s and women’s 
finals is the only thing that could be even 
more “ecstatical.” —Paul Fein 


tion men all have the first name of 


mons, who covers Major 


4 the NFL for ABC’s Monday 


Peter Vecsey. 
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HOUCK'S HULKS 
SPELL DOOMSDAY 
FOR DEFENDERS 


The success of Emmitt Smith and 
Troy Aikman is connected by a mighty 
1,572-pound link. It’s the Dallas Cow- 
boys offensive line, which consists of, in 
order of listed weight, Larry Allen (325), 
Erik Williams (822), Nate Newton (320), 
Mark Tuinei (305) and svelte Ray Donald- 
son (300). 

Coached by Hudson Houck, the line 
performs on all offensive downs—whether 
erecting a fortress around Aikman on pass 
plays or opening gaping holes for Smith on 
running plays—and has been dominant 
enough to be considered perhaps the best 
offensive line in NFL history. 

When Pro Bowl invitations are handed 
out this month, it’s a near certainty that, for 
the third straight year, the NFL will send at 
least three of the five Cowboys linemen— 
take your pick—to Honolulu. 

Interestingly, none in the quintet was a 
high-profile draft pick. Second-year line- 
man Allen, who will be “one of the all-time 
great players,” according to Houck, was a 
late second-round pick out of Sonoma 
State. Right tackle Williams was a third- 
IZSPORT/FEBRUARY 


1996 


: Alist of what’s in and out of 
: Style for the month of January 


IN: January—football, 
football, football 

OUT: February—worst 
month in sports 

IN: Cowboys 

OUT: 49ers 

1 IN: Steve Bono (pictured) 
| OUT: Joe Montana 

1 IN: Sonny Bono 

! OUT: U2’s Bono 

LIN: Northwestern 

! OUT: Miami 

t IN: Art Donovan 

: OUT: Art Modell 

' IN: Super Bowl National 
: Anthem singer 

| OUT: Kathie Lee Gifford 
: IN: Conference basketball 
i games 

| OUT: Bowl! games 

1 IN: Shaquille O'Neal 

! OUT: Hack-A-Shaq 

i IN: Riddick Bowe 

! OUT: Mike Tyson 


round selection out of Central State in 
Ohio, while 10-year left guard Newton 
(pictured) was never drafted out of Florida 
A&M and spent two seasons in the USFL 
before blossoming with the Cowboys. 
Converted defensive lineman Tuinei was 
also passed over in the draft 13 years ago, 
and Donaldson was signed prior to this 
season to replace free-agent departee 
Mark Stepnoski. 

Houck refuses to take much 
credit, despite having a hand 
in scouting as well as coach- 
ing, but his accomplish- 
ments are notable. At USC, 
he coached the lines for 
Heisman winners 
Charles White and 
Marcus’ Allen; 
Houck’s L.A. Rams 
line paved the way 
for Eric Dickerson 
during the year he 
set the NFL’s single- 
season rushing 
record; in Seattle, 
Houck’s linemen helped 
unheralded Chris Warren 
enjoy the first of four consec- 
utive 1,000-yard rushing sea- 
sons. 

Now at Dallas, he has the line 
that’s leading Smith, Aikman and the 
rest of the Cowboys to legendary status. 1 

—PaulM. Johnson 1 
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| | CARE io rncast 
EXTRA STRENG? Ft 


NEW PEARL DROPS® TOOTHPASTE INTRODUCES A 
te TRIPLE ACTION WHITENING SYSTEM 


If a tooth whitener doesn't get your teeth their whitest, what's the point? 
New Improved PEARL DROPS toothpaste has a Triple Action Whitening System that 
helps get your teeth their whitest. You can actually feel PEARL DROPS toothpaste help whiten your teeth. 


CY il dds ACTION WHITENING SYSTEM 
URST OF WHITE YOU CAN FEEL! . 


iF WIT Fei BORO! 


PEARL DROPS 


ZA BURST OF WHITE YOU CAN ACTUALLY FEEL 


SHOWN LARGER THAN ACTUAL SIZE 


Pip 
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Dodge Presents 


MAGAZINE 


How's your sports 10? The famous SPORT Quiz has been separat- 
ing the savvy fan from the weekend wimp for decades. See how 
you do with these 13 questions. Then check the answers below for 
your score, and rate yourself as follows:12-13 correct: Sports ge- 
nius 9-11 correct: Good fan 6-8 correct: Working too hard 3-5 
correct: To the showers 0-2 correct: Try knitting 


ANSWER THE SPORT STUMPER AND WIN A SPORT PIN. No matter 
how you do on this month's quiz, we'll send you a SPORT pin pictured 
above if you send us the correct answer to the SPORT Stumper given 
below. Send only your name, address and age to SPORT Quiz, 6420 
Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048. Limit one per person, and all 


entries must be postmarked by Jan. 15, 1996. 
a) NFL career with the Los Angeles 
Rams and has played in two Su- 


per Bowls. Name him. 


a Which head coach guided the San 


Francisco 49ers to their first NFC 
Championship appearance? 

A. Dick Nolan B. Bill Walsh 

C. Jack Christiansen 

GS score a touchdown in the Super 
Bowl. 


D. Monte Clark 


This player (pictured) began his 


Name the first Chicago Bear to 


1996 


The NewDo 


A DIVISION OF THE CHRYSLER CORPORATION 


Which running back had the 
longest touchdown run in a Super 


Bowl? 
John Riggins B. Marcus Allen 
Thurman Thomas D.EmmittSmith 


Which team surrendered the 
most points in a Super Bowl? 

A. Broncos B. Bills 

C. Patriots D. Dolphins 


Two running backs have been 
named Super Bowl MVP in the 
1990s. Name them. 


Since 1983, which player has 
had the most sacks in the Super 


Bowl? 
A. Dexter Manley B. Jeff Wright 
C.Leonard Marshall D. Charles Haley 


Last season, who led the Tampa 
@ Bay Lightning in shorthanded 
goals? 
A. Brian Bradley 
C. Brian Bellows 


B. Rob Zamuner 
D. Petr Klima 


ce 


Name the only Montreal Canadi- 
en to register a hat trick last sea- 
son. 


Who led all NHL rookies in goals 
scored last season? 

A. Peter Forsberg B. Jeff Friesen 
C. Paul Kariya D.Chris Therien 


Jimmy Carson has played for five 
NHL teams. Name them. 


Which college basketball player 
won the John Wooden Award last 


oO 
O 
oO 
@ 


season? 
A. Ed O'Bannon B. Joe Smith 
C. Jerry Stackhouse D. Antonio McDyess 


Name the last college football 
team to win consecutive Rose 
Bowls. 


oO 


—William Ladson 


Name the first skipper to lose 
the America’s Cup. 


STUMPER 
JANUARY ‘96 Rerscher Walker 


(“Name the only player in NFL history to 
rush for 2,000 yards for three teams.”) 
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Care™ 3-year or 36,000- 
mile bumper-to-bumper 
warranty and 3/36 


maximum available 
towing and payload than 
those compacts. And 


The back seats offered If you’re looking for a 
in compact pickups are, by V-8 engine, there’s no use 
design, compact. But that’s looking any further. 


not the 
case 

with the 
mid-size 
Dakota 
Club Cab. 
It has 
enough 
room in back for three 
friends. In fact, Dakota 
Club Cab has more 
interior room than either 


Ford Ranger Super Cab or 


Chevy S-10 Extended Cab. 


Because 
Dakota’s 
the 

only one 
of the 
three that 


offers 


one. Our 


exclusive 220-horsepower 


Magnum? V-8 is part of 
what is, overall, the most 
powerful line of truck 
engines on the planet. 
Dakota has more 


America’s Truck Stop [4] 


Dakota holds its value 
better, too. Plus, with 


Dakota, you get the safety 


of a standard driver 
airbag. And the security 
of our Customer One 


t 


Roadside Assistance. 
For more information, 

call 1-800-4-A-DODGE. 
Dakota Club Cab. A 

little bigger. A lot better. 
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The Club you can 
get your friénds into. 


“We calculated resale using avg. trade-in values for compact '91-'94 models vs. MSRP3, published in ‘95 Jan.-July N.A.D.A. Official Used Car Guide® monthly editions. 
Use of these values does not constitute NADA’s endorsement. tSee limited warranty and restrictions at your dealer. Excludes normal maintenance & wear items. 


ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SEAT BELT. 


TREAD LIGHTLY!” 


don’t know 
if that’s 
good or 
bad.” 

BY SCOTT 
HOWARD= 
COOPER 


he voice itself is by no means 
imposing. Neither is his 6-1, 
183-pound frame, a body made 
for speed...and for boxing out 
Barney Fife. 

And experience? If those 
who have been talented and 
healthy enough to reach dou- 
ble-digit years in NBA service 
are graybeards, he’s mere stubble. 

__ Yet thereis still something that makes 

_ Nick Van Exel a commanding presence 

_ with the Los Angeles Lakers—his Los An- 

“geles Lakers. At age 24, he is now into his 

third year of pro ball, and heis fronting 
iS band on the run. 

als Te he’s fazed. 

4 “I think people were waiting for me to 

st take over the leadership role when | first 

Ye came in,” Van Exel says, “but it wasn’t 

fA “forced on me. | took it pretty smooth.” 

y ; _ Being the leader when your team wins 

- j 33 games and manages only awaveas .. 

‘the playoff chase flies byisonething, ‘ 


‘the powers of the Western Conference, 


| Exel’s coach, Del Harris, comparesitto © 
“opening aneighborhood store one year < 
and then putting adentin Wal Mart’s : 
earnings the next. 
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Quite another when your club challenges = 


» as was the casein thespring of 95.Van = 


“L AT THEM JUST Lice my BROTHER, * “L GAT THEM JUST Lice my BROTHER, * 


( DON AND Ron, IDENTICAL. Twins> 


THERES: 
NO WEONG WAY, 
TO) EAT Al 


1 1995 HE Horshay Foods Corporation 


one one 


Seattle Sonics, you’re Wal Mart. 


All of which would have been a huge 


surprise were it not for the fact that Va 
Exel only had about seven years’ experi- 
ence at such things. This is the same guy, 
after all, who was barely recruited out of 
St. Joseph High in Kenosha, Wis., de= 
spite leading the state in scoring at 29.8 
points a game. So the up escalator start- 
ed at Trinity Valley Community College in 
Texas. 

The NBA? Van Exel’s dream was to 
play ata big enough school so that 
friends and family could see him on tele- 
vision, just once. 

He made it to the University of Cincin- 
nati and developed a big-time game— 
but also a big-time reputation: a gunner 
with attitude. That scared off a host of 
teams in the draft. 

The ones that remained interested un- 
til the end managed to find other reasons 
to pass when their selection came. The 
Lakers worked him out with their first- 
round pick in mind, then decided to go 
with George Lynch at No. 12 in an at- 
tempt to replace A.C. Green. Jerry West, 
no doubt figuring he had already had his 
decades of good fortune as an executive, 
thought that would be the end of it, but 
who pu still be on the board at 37? 

Vat? Exel was a crowd favorite almost 
from the start. Teammates weren't far be- 
hind. He was 23 years old. 

“| think they saw what | brought to the 
court,” he says, looking back at how his 
role developed. “The excitement, want- 
ing to win every game, the way | compet- 
ed, things like that.” 

And so it came to be that a child shall 
lead them, first to a 15-game improve- 
ment during his second regular season, 
then to a first-round victory over Seattle, 
and finally as far as Game 6 of the West- 
ern Conference semifinals against San 
Antonio. With backup Sedale Threatt 
sidelined with a strained abdominal mus- 
cle, he averaged 46.4 minutes in the play- 
off run and starred. 

Come the start of 1995-96, only five of 

‘the 36 players drafted ahead of him hada 
better career scoring average: Chris 
Webber, Anfernee Hardaway, Jamal 
Mashburn, Isaiah Rider and Vin Baker. 

“I know what it takes to be a leader on 

g the court,” Van Exel says. “I can do all the 
5 right things. | did alot of wrong things last 
season when people were looking up to 
meas the leader, but | learned from my 
2 mistakes. My biggest mistake was my 
3 body language. | learned I’ve got to con- 
& trol that. 


JOHOO NBA Pi 
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“vy biggest 
mistake was my... 
body language 
I learned I’ve 


got to control / 
that.” 


One .. ODE 


“Everybody—all my teammates—are 
going to see me first on the court because 
most of the time I’m at the head of every- 
thing. If |’m out there playing with an atti- 
tude, achip on my shoulder, it’s going to 
make the other players feel bad. | may be 
upset at the ref. Or me and Del may get in- 
to it. Or | may not like the call. Anything. 
My body language is very important to my 
teammates.” 

His on-court bravado became the im- 
age of the resurgent Lakers, contrary to 
his toned-down personality away from 
the game. 

He would hit a clutch shot, then head 
back down court shadowboxing with a 
few uppercuts. He was talking trash with 
Seattle’s Gary Payton before the end of 
his rookie preseason, the night the first 
shots were fired in what could be a great 
Pacific Division point guard duel for years 
to come, even if both do their best to 
downplay any individual rivalry. He 
“fe snarled at refs, ducked out after practices 
= in the playoffs to avoid the media that 
a* eame to praise him.. 

' With the success came the respect of 
© teammates and opponents. With the two 
good years came recognition, even that 
highest of all NBA pedestals: the shoe 

commercial. 
' Theupside? The attention. 
The downside? The attention. 
| “The good points are, maybe some- 
' times you can go somewhere and get a 
‘free meal, something like that,” he says. 
“The bad pointis, you got guys wanting to 
_ test you just because of who you are.” 
Test you onthe court? 
“Off the court.” 
Regular fans? 
» “Yeah, just being normal. They’re al- 
Ways coming up to you, yelling at you, just 
out of control. You’re supposed to shake 
“their hands. Sometimes, it’s like you 
should get a bodyguard. You think that. 
“Sometimes, people are very cool with 
= you. Sometimes they’re not. 

' “Everywhere! go, it seems like a lot of 
speople know me now. | don’t know if 
that’s good or bad.” 

He endures. But he does not run from 


‘See, I don’t 
think about the 
p TESSUTCS soe Ba 
* iss this 4 RT: SRE secs got to doit. I’m not go- 
Shot, if Idon’'t \ — a er emnearetn 
mp the team” . ® Br that sbrcbebhyagoee Heute 
this way. I > 
never think 


me.!don’t think about all the negative 
right, if | miss this shot, if | don’t lead the 
9 
about that. 


team this way. | never think about that. | 


things that can happen if! don’t do things 
“oN always think positive.” * 
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More than fifteen hundred men have 
played for 20 different teams in 29 


‘ « Super Bowls. Here are the ones who 
Played the best. 


QUARTERBACK—JOE MONTANA, 


\ SAN FRANCISCO: By far the best 
\Super Bowl performer, Montana won 
‘Viour of them, three times earning MVP 


onors for his efforts. His numbers, as 
Overwhelming as they are, tell an 
abridged tale. He took command in 
every game, leaving little doubt as to 
the results. In three of the four games, 
he handed his team a two or more 
touchdown lead. In the other game, 
® against the Bengals in Super Bowl 


Es 2 XXill, he orchestrated a 92- -yard drive 
g that resulted in the game-winning 
touchdown with 26 seconds left. 


2? RUNNING BACK—EMMITT SMITH, 


¢ DALLAS: Smith has played in two Su- 


2 per Bowls, winning them both, and 
“Se has been involved in more than half of 


r the offensive plays run by his team. In 


Super Bow! XXVIII agarAst Buffa 
Smith rushed 22 times for 108 yards 
and a touchdown. In acloser game 
against the same foe a year later, 
Smith rushed 30 times for 132 yards 
and two scores and was named the 
game’s MVP. 


RUNNING BACK—ROGER CRAIG, 
SAN FRANCISCO: He averaged just 
67 rushing yards in his three Super 
Bowls, but did much more on the re- 
ceiving end, catching 20 passes for 
212 yards and two touchdowns. 
Those numbers rank Craig among 
some of the best receivers to show- 
case their hands in the Super Bowl. 


WIDE RECEIVER—JERRY RICE, 
SAN FRANCISCO: Rice’s perfor- 
mances on Super Sunday mirror his 
regular-season standards. Inarguably 
the best receiver of all time, he owns 
nearly every Super Bowl receiving 
record and was named the MVP of 
Super Bowl XXiIil. 


WIDE RECEIVER—MICHAEL 
IRVIN, DALLAS: His first two years in 
“Big D” amounted to a 4-28 record for 
the Cowboys and little hope of any 


' 
Super Bowl appearances in the near 
future, but Irvin developed and rel- 
ished his big-game opportunity in “93, 
nabbing two touchdown passes 
among his six catches and 114 yards. 


TIGHT END—JAY NOVACEK, DAL- 
LAS: The path from Novacek’s birth- 
place of South Dakota to high school 
in Nebraska to college in Wyoming to 
the pros in Dallas has been a labori- 
ous one. Somewhere in there was a 
five-year stint with the Cardinals that 
amounted to amere 16 catches a 
season. Since signing with the Cow- 
boys, however, Novacek has enjoyed 
four Pro Bowl seasons and two tick- 
ets to Super Sunday. He’s caught 12 


balls on those two days, good for 984 


yards and a touchdown. 


OFFENSIVE LINE—GENE UPSH 
AND ART SHELL, OAKLAND: 
dominated the Raiders’ le 
equally adept at pass-blogki 
run-blocking. Upshaw 


Sprung running back Clarence Davis 
fee for 137 yards in a Super Bow! XI 
Win over Minnesota and gave quarter- 
Back Jim Plunkett enough time to 
Pass for 261 yards and three scores in 
beating Philadelphia in Super Bowl 
XV. 


OFFENSIVE LINE—JOE JACOBY, 
WASHINGTON: Huge and powerful, 
Jacoby anchored the Redskins’ line, 
nicknamed “The Hogs.” Jacoby won 
tworings in three attempts and was a 
large reason two of the three biggest 
Super Bowl rushing days were had by 
Redskins running backs. In Super 
Bowl XVII, John Riggins rushed for 
166 yards, while Timmy Smith netted 
a record 204 yards in Super Bowl 
XXII. 


OFFENSIVE LINE—ANTHONY 
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MUNOZ, CINCINNATI: Named to 11 
Pro Bowls, Munoz was an offensive- 
line legend. He provided gaping holes 
and invaluable leadership to a Ben- 
gals team that twice gave the Niners 
all they could handle. 


OFFENSIVE LINE—MIKE WEB- 
STER, PITTSBURGH: One of 19 
Steelers who stuck around long 
enough to win four rings, Webster 
landed a starting assignment for his 
last two. A student of the game who 
was more resourceful than physically 
intimidating, Webster helped elimi- 
nate the threat of linebackers gunning 
for running back Franco Harris, who 
scored a combined three touch- 
downs in Super Bowls XIII and XIV. 


Ano-brainer: The 49ers’ Rice 
gets the call here as the top 
Super Bowl receiver. 


DEFENSE 


SAFETY—RONNIELOTT, SAN 
FRANCISCO: Lott, 36, is one of two ac- 
tive players to win four Super Bowls. 
His solid play on Super Sunday helped 
derail the passing attacks of John El- 
way, Boomer Esiason and Dan Marino. 


CORNERBACK—DARRELL GREEN, 
WASHINGTON: The five-time Pro 
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Bowler enjoyed his finest moment 
against the Bills in Super Bowl XXVI. 
Green intercepted a pass and tipped 
another that led to a pick by teammate 
Brad Edwards. In all, Green-led secon- 
daries have intercepted seven passes 
in three Super Bowls. 


CORNERBACK—DEION SANDERS, 
SAN FRANCISCO: He was at his best 
in the Super Bowl for the Niners, dis- 
rupting San Diego’s passing game in 
Super Bowl XXIX to the tune of three 
49ers interceptions, nabbing one for 
himself. 


LINEBACKER—WILBER MAR- 
SHALL, WASHINGTON AND CHICA- 
GO: A fearless competitor, Marshall 
teamed with the likes of 
Richard Dent and Mike Sin- 
gletary in Chicago on Buddy 
Ryan’s “46” defense, one of 
the most dominating and 
? colorful units ever. The Bears 
inhaled the Patriots in Super 
> Bowl XX, 46-10. Marshall lat- 
er emerged with the Red- 
skins, whose defense limited 
the Bills to 43 rushing yards 
ina Super Bowl XXVI win. 


LINEBACKER—JACK 
LAMBERT, PITTSBURGH: 
He was the core of the Steel 
Curtain. Carrying a modest 
playing weight of 215 
pounds, Lambert used 
speed and tenacity to make 
gobs of tackles and hard hits 
that inspired the rest of the 
defense. 


LINEBACKER—LAW- 
RENCE TAYLOR,N.Y. 
GIANTS: Against the Bron- 
cos in Super Bowl XXI, Tay- 
lor’s random blitzes forced 
Elway out of the pocket time 
after time. Four year later, 
Taylor led the Giants to a 20- 
19 victory over the Bills in Su- 
per Bowl XXV. 


LINEBACKER—ROD MARTIN, 
OAKLAND/L.A. RAIDERS: After col- 
lecting only two picks all season, 
Martin intercepted three Ron Jawors- 
ki passes in Super Bowl XV, thwarting 
Eagles drives en route to a Super 
Bowl record. Still around for Super 
Bowl XVIII when the Raiders blasted 
the Redskins, 38-9, Martin teamed 
with fellow linebackers Ted Hendricks 
and Matt Millen to help limit Riggins to 
less than three yards a carry. Martin 
hammered Riggins in the backfield on 
a fourth-and-one play when the game 
was still close. 


DEFENSIVE LINE—JOE GREENE, 
PITTSBURGH: His near-savage pur- 
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suits of quarterbacks earned him the 
moniker “Mean Joe,” and although he 
disliked the nickname, nothing he did 
on the field discredited the tag. A four- 
time Super Bowl winner, Greene was 
an integral part of the Steel Curtain, 
which paved the way for Pittsburgh’s 
four-title run by allowing a record-low 
119 yards to the Vikings in 1975. 


DEFENSIVE LINE—BRUCE SMITH, 
BUFFALO: Granted, Buffalo hasn't 
fared well in the Super Bowl, but the 
passionate play of Smith shouldn’t be 
ignored. With well more than 100 
sacks in his career, Smith has never 
slowed in the playoffs as he charges 
toward the NFL postseason sack 
record (12). Named to seven Pro 
Bowls, Smith is one of five players to 
record a Super Bowl safety. 


DEFENSIVE LINE—CHARLES 
HALEY, SAN FRANCISCO AND 
DALLAS: In the ’93 Super Bowl 
against Buffalo, Haley slammed into 
quarterback Jim Kelly deep in Bills ter- 
ritory, causing a fumble that was re- 
covered in the end zone for a touch- 
down that put Dallas up 14-7. Haley 
also registered two sacks with the 
Niners in ’89 vs. Cincinnati. 


DEFENSIVE LINE—RICHARD 
DENT, CHICAGO: Dent led a fero- 
cious pass-rush against the Patriots in 
1986 that created so many problems 
for New England that quarterback 
Tony Eason was forced out of the 
game after failing to complete a pass 
in his first six attempts. The Bears fin- 
ished with seven sacks, the highest 
number in any Super Bowl, and Dent 
was named the game’s MVP after 
causing two Patriots fumbles. 


PLACEKICKER—RAY WERSCHING, 
SAN FRANCISCO: He hit on all five of 
his field goal attempts, including a 
record four against the Bengals in a 26- 
21 triumph in Super Bowl XVI. 


PUNTER—JERREL WILSON, 
KANSAS CITY: In his two Super 
Bowls, which the Chiefs split, Wilson 
averaged 46.5 yards a punt. 


KICK RETURNER—ANDRE COLE- 
MAN, SAN DIEGO: The rookie woke 
up fans last year in Super Bowl XXIX 
with a 98-yard touchdown return late 
in the third quarter to provide the 
Chargers with some highlight materi- 
al. Playing opportunist while his side 
got drubbed, Coleman handled eight 
kickoffs and amassed 242 yards. 


PUNT RETURNER—JOHN TAY- 
LOR, SAN FRANCISCO: No one has 
returned more punts on Super Sun- 
day. He set a record with a 45-yard re- 
turn against the Bengals in 1989. * 


Technology so 
sophisticated 
it can even 
track down 

a job. 
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On the lookout 

for an awesome job? 

Try the Navy. They 

offer serious training 

in any one of over 60 

different fields. And better 
training now can mean a 
better job later on. Make 
sense? Then make the call, 
1-800-USA-NAVY. Or 

check out our Internet website, 
http://www.navyjobs.com. 
Because finding a great job’s easy, 


if you know where to look. 


You and the NAVY 


NAVY 


Full speed ahead 


Advertorial 


The pace is furious, the action continuous, the Remaining attentive—though crucial—is not 
movement chaotic—but with the right preparation enough. The furious pace of soccer demands fast 
and know-how, you can capture the spirit of the shutter speed, and the size of the playing field makes 
world’s most popular sport on film. the ability to zoom while following the athletes a 

When photographing soccer, always be ready for a requirement. These are two key features of the 
fast response to the action on the field. You never Samsung ECX-1, which offers a continuous shooting 
know when the day’s key play will occur. In one mode, auto focus and a 38-140mm zoom. 
instant, the ball is uneventfully being kicked back and With so much going on at once and the ball 
forth at midfield. Then, in the blink of an constantly moving and changing hands—or, in this 


case, feet—it’s generally safest to simply 
stay focused on the player 
who has possession. Start 
at the midfield sideline 
with a long lens, which 
gives you the 
opportunity to switch 
sides at a moment’s 
notice, or to follow the 
action if the ball 
quickly moves toward 
one of the goals. This 
setup also enables you to focus in on either 
of the goalies if there is a shot on goal. 

When the ball is at one side of the field, you can get 
excellent shots from the corner position. With a 
midlength lens, you’re able to watch an offensive 
sequence unfold, and to get an up-close view of 
| players who bring the ball into your area. 

Since goals are rare, you might breathe a sigh of 
relief after you’ ve caught the ball eluding the goalie 
and kissing the net. But this is no time to relax, 
either—goals are followed by celebrations, which 
® also make for great shots. Here, if you’re operating 
§ in the glare of the mid-day sun (as is often the case 

\ in soccer), take advantage of the ECX-1’s fill-in 
™ flash feature, which eliminates unwanted shadows 
mon the faces of the jubilant players. 

Soccer features some of the world’s best 
athletes going at each other at breakneck speed. 
Grace and brawn, teamwork and individual 
conquest, joy and frustration—all are there for the 
taking. With proper preparation, attention and the 
FOCUSED ON YOU Samsung ECX-1 your shots can’t miss. 


eye, a defender steals the ball and takes 
off on a breakaway—perhaps scoring 
the game’s only goal. Only the alert 
are rewarded with the perfect 

shot. 
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For more information on Samsung and a free brochure, call 1-800 762-7746, ext. 110 


Even the Pros Trust Samsung 
For a Winning Performance 


“And when | go on vacation, | rely on Samsung's 
lightweight ECX1, designed by FA. Porsche. With 
multi-beam or single-beam autofocus, | have up 
to 96 focus zones at my disposal. Whether I’m 
shooting portrait zooms or landscapes, the real 
image viewfinder with diopter adjustments 
achieves the ideal shot every time. The best part 
is, one lens does it all—from offering the longest 
telephoto range available in point and shoot 
cameras today, 38 - 140mm, to providing ultra- 
wide panoramic capability for dramatic group or 
landscape shooting. All with automatic exposure 
compensation.” 


“When I'm out having fun, there’s just no time 
for complicated set-ups. | need cameras that will 
do it all for me—fast—and with results 

I'd be proud to show off. That's 

what | get with Samsung's Slim 

Zoom 1150 and ECX1 compact 

zooms. | wouldn’t trust my 

favorite subjects [or fans] to 

anything less equipped." 


Catherine Doyle, 
Sport Magazine 


AWARD WINNER 


“When I need to capture a spontaneous 
moment away from the studio, I usually leave 
my complex SLR cameras inside 

their cases and reach for one of Samsung's 
quality compacts.” 


“When | go to a game, for instance, there’s just 

no time to swap lenses or take light readings. 
Samsung's Slim Zoom 1150 helps me capture 

these winning moments precisely as they happen. 
Plus, it scores with a level of professional quality 
that satisfies even my critical eye. With infrared 
auto focus from 0.55M to infinity, a 38 - 115mm 
power zoom and continuous shooting at shutter 
speeds of up to 1/400 of a second, |’m able to record 
any sequence in a play without missing the point.” 
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FOCUSED ON YOU 


Samsung Opto-Electronics America, Inc. 
40 Seaview Drive * Secaucus, NJ 07094 
For free brochure call 1-800-SNAPSHOT, ext. 110 
Available at fine stores everywhere 
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Puzzle 


By Stanley Newman 


1.“Cool” Bell and namesakes 
6.'60s knuckleballer Daley 
9. “THE MOST DEPENDABLE, LONGEST- 
LASTING TRUCKS” 
14. Customary practice 
15. Tempe school: Abbr. 
16. 30s skating sensation 
17. Lost on purpose 
18. Mills Lane is one 
19. Harasses during agame 
20. Stitched, as a baseball 
22. AL batting champ in '52 
24. Clock setting at Soldier Field: Abbr. 
27. Big name in senior golf 
28. Walsh and Barrow of Cooperstown 
29.__-pitch softball 
32. Name hated by Brooklyn baseball fans 
34. Squealer 
35. First name of the Super Bow! XI winning 
quarterback 
36. Winter Olympics vehicle 
37. Four-time NHL scoring leader 
39. Inquire 
42. Be a spectator at 
43. Liberty Bow! winner in '80 
46. Giants owner 
50. Sports execs: Abbr. 
51. Space between outfielders 
53. Derby vehicle 
56. Likely 
57. Pitch __-hitter: 2 wds. 
58. Suffix for block or kick 
59. Sharpshooter’s skill 
60. Trial run, in horse racing 
61. Sports-page headliner 
63. Eagles placekicker of the '60s 
66. NL cap logo 
68. Long stories 
72. JoeLouis _ 
73. Hawaiian instrument 
74. Winningest NFL coach 
75. Swimming event 
76.“___ favor, sefior” 
77. ABA Rookie of the Year in ‘71 


Down 


1. Propel the shot 
2. Bat wood 
3. Word ona scoreboard 
4. Long time 
5. Consecutive-game record-holder before 
Gehrig 
6. Walter Johnson's nickname 
7. Putin the lineup 
8. Not-so-hot golfer 
9. Skiturn 
10. First NFL Player of the Year 
11. Eric Green, for one 
12. Compete 
13. Sportscaster’s shout 
21.___ Willie Keeler 
23. Patriots defensive leader of the 80s 
24. Army rank: Abbr. 
25. The Mustangs: Abbr. 
26. Putout, perhaps 
29. Downhill device 
30. Replayed rally, in tennis 
31.___ streak (winning big): 2 wds. 
33. Baserunner’s concern 
38. Quarterback for the AFL champs in’63 
40. Boxing nickname: 2 wds. 
41. World Series-winning manager in ’64 
43. One of golf's majors 
44, Foul caller 
45. Alphabetic trio 
47. Globetrotters founder Saperstein 
48. Tennis great Emerson 
49. What a manager may get 
52. Makes an easy out: 2 wds. 
53. .422 hitter in 1922 
54. The Senators’ province: Abbr. 
55. '92 Wimbledon winner 
60. NL ERA leader in '84 
62. College football cheers 
63. Gymnast’s horizontal __ 
64.“The bases __ loaded...” 
65. Golfer Nagle 
67. How Tyson beat Holmes 
69. '50s catcher Triandos 
70. Pub order 
71. Charlie O's third baseman 


See page 76 for Chevrolet Truck SPORTword Puzzle answers. 


MEET OUR NEW WIDE RECEIVER. 


In a snap, our exclusive new third door’ opens wide to receive your gear, your kids or your team 
mascot. It actually gives this Chevy Full-Size Extended-Cab an extra-wide entryway. At the flip 
of a latch. And anything that easy could even make a referee smile. 


Chevy Trucks 


LIKE A ROCK 


H im Plunkett surveys the crowd out- M4 
side the Oakland-Alameda County | 
' 
! 
s 


Coliseum and a big smile spreads 
across his face. Plunkett is a radio 
a | personality now, but as he signs au- 
Super Bowl iS the tograph after autograph, it is obvious}, 
| heis not revered for the present. He is living 
| off the past. As every pro quarterback 
| Knows, it’s good to go to the Super Bowl. 
| _ Allmorning long, fans toss footballs, 
on | BS d ind EPs | love letters and adoration at Plunkett, who 
| won the 1981 and ’84 Super Bowls for the 
Sa aaa hr | Raiders and, thus, remains the last victofi- 
ous quarterback to represent the AFC. 

“It’s like taking my uniform out of moth= 
balls,” says Plunkett, who wore number 16 
for the Silver and Black after the Raiders 
salvaged his career from the scrap heap. 
“As you get older, and the longer you're out 
tball, the fans only remember the 
{things.” 

y if you win, Jimbo. To the Super 
belongs the spoils. Plunkett, 

sisco 49ers great Joe Montana 
Steelers legend Terry Brad- 
amazing 10-for-10. More ré= 


ced his final exam, a six- 
gem in Super Bowl XXIX. 

ly (12), a four-time Super Bow! 
ufferer, hasn’t made the grade. 
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cently, Jeff Hostetler, then of the NFC’s 
New York Giants, Troy Aikman of the Dallas 
Cowboys and San Francisco’s Steve 
Young have gone a combined 4-0. 

But the Super Bow! Hall of Shame fills as 
big amuseum as the Hall of Fame. Fran 
Tarkenton and the Minnesota Vikings went 
0-3. Buffalo’s Jim Kelly and Denver's John 
Elway, both still hoping to climb back to the 
top, are acombined 0-7. 

Miami’s Dan Marino, who will hold regu- 
lar-season records for most completions, 
touchdown passes and total yards by the 
time his career is through, was a Super 
Bowl loser to Montana in 1985 and has 
been pining to return. Even Mark Rypien 
and Doug Williams, both former Washing- 
ton Redskins, have an edge over Marino. 

“Dan has a fatal flaw; he hasn’t wona 
Super Bowl, so he must not be as good as 
Williams or Rypien,” says Tarkenton, wait- 
ing abeat. “Yeah, right. 

“Marino has played the position as well 
as anyone in history. Nobody has played it 
better. Teams win Super Bowls, not quar- 
terbacks. Marino is good enough to win the 
Super Bowl. What you have to askis 
whether his team is.” 

Teams may win Super Bowls, but quar- 
terbacks carve reputations and become 
legends by leading their teams to the 
promised land. First a quarterback must 
physically survive the tortuous road of the 
regular season. Then he must climb over 
the pressure-filled playoff hump. Finally, 
the day dawns on Super Sunday witha 
chance for a quarterback to be a superhero 
orasuper chump. 

Winning it all takes sacrifice and leader- 
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ship, says Cowboys owner Jerry Jones. It 
also takes teamwork and a lot of luck, says 
Young, whose 49ers bowed to Aikman and 
the Cowboys twice in the NFC Champi- 
onship before beating Dallas en route to the 
title last season. 

What does it take to win the Super 
Bowl? 

“We’ve had some great offenses here, 
but you need a nasty, turnover-generating 
defense to win itin the long run,” Young 
says. “For a quarterback, you just have to 
get on aroll at the right time. As ateam, you 
want to be clicking on all cylinders in De- 
cember and January.” 

Still, the 49ers would have been mortal 
last season without Young, who went on an 
epic roll, winning 13 of the club’s last 14 
games, culminating in an MVP Super Bowl 
performance in San Francisco’s 49-26 
trashing of San Diego. 

Inagame that was lopsided from the 
opening moments, Young broke Mon- 
tana’s record by throwing for six touch- 
downs, completing 24 of 36 passes for 325 
yards. Perhaps more incredibly, his five 
carries for 49 yards led all rushers. It was 
Young’s best big-game performance—to 
date. 

“| feel like I’m on that quest to find out 
just how good | can get,” Young says be- 
fore flashing back to that incredible evening 
last January in Miami. “That game, it was 
just another step. I’m still looking to get bet- 
ter. | really believe | can get better.” 

Aikman won back-to-back Super 
Bowls, beating the Bills in 1993 and ’94. He 
threw four touchdown passes in Super 
Bowl XXVII, and a year later displayed in- 


Hostetler was on the mark in his 
only test, a 20-19 win over Buffalo. 


credible guts, playing Super Bowl XXVIII 
only a week after a serious concussion had 
knocked him out of the NFC title game. Jer- 
ry Jones claims his Cowboys “become a 
pretty average football team pretty quick 
when we lose number 8. The one thing 
about Troy—you have a great player who 
not only plays within himself, but he plays 
within our team.” 

“We’re not only a talented group, but we 
have guys with real character,” Aikman re- 
sponds. “It’s important for us to go out and 
perform well. We take a lot of pride in what 
we do.” 

The last three seasons, while Aikman 
and Young have gone to Disneyland, Kelly 
and Elway have remained mired in Misery- 
land. Elway’s history of big plays and 
fourth-quarter drives means little because 
not one of them has come in the Super 
Bowl. Montana actually engineered the on- 
ly last-minute drive in Super Bowl history 
when his 10-yard pass to John Taylor beat 
Cincinnati in Super Bowl XXIII with only 34 
seconds left. 

Long before that, Montana estab- 
lished his reputation with “The 


PS - 
Catch,” Dwight Clark’s leaping aot Bt 


grab of aMontana passin the * 
rear of the end zone that beat Dal- 

las in the 1981 NFC title game. Elway engi- 
neered “The Drive,” his come-from-behind 
fourth-quarter charge that led to Denver’s 
1987 AFC title game win over Cleveland. 
But for Broncos fans, that victory has never 
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been enough. In fact, Elway was under so 
much heat in Denver this past season as 
the Broncos tried to find direction under 
new coach Mike Shanahan, the public and 
the media called for his ouster. Broncos 
fans have never forgiven Elway for losing 
three Super Bowls, to the Giants, Redskins 
and 49ers by acombined score of 136-40. 

Elway still possesses his vaunted arm 
strength, but a lack of consistency this sea- 
son has left many to wonder whether El- 
way, 35 and with bad knees, restricted mo- 
bility and a weather-beaten face, has 
enough left to make the long haul to Super 
Bowl victory. 

“| feel John has alot of good years 
ahead of him,” Shanahan says. “I think he’s 
the same quarterback he was through his 
heyday. But it takes a lot of people going in 
the same direction to get it done. When it 
doesn’t get done, most of the blame is go- 
ing to go to the quarterback. That’s the na- 
ture of the business.” 

Elway has not easily shrugged off the 
Criticism. There were weeks when he re- 
fused to speak to the local media. Even El- 
way seems to have lost the feel of what it’s 
like to go to the Super Bowl. 

“It seems like along time ago since 
we've done that,” says Elway, whose last 
Super Bowl was a 55-10 trouncing by the 
Niners in 1990. “The last few years have 
been awfully tough.” 

Asked if he is cognizant about 
how his career is slipping 
through the hourglass of 
time, Elway quips: “No. |’ll 
think about the hour- _- 
glass whenI’mgoingto  %& 
die or something. 

“Winning the Su- 4’ | 
per Bowl takes 16/p— 
weeks. You’ve got 
be consistent. Th 
will always be b 
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in the road, and you have to get alittle bit 
lucky.” 

For Kelly and the Bills, luck seemed to 
run out in Super Bowl XXV when Scott Nor- 
wood’s 47-yard field goal attempt went 
wide in the game’s closing seconds. Kelly’s 
fall was Hostetler’s brightest moment. That 
game was tough to win, Hostetler recalls, 
butit was even tougher to get there. 

“It’s along haul. You've got to take care 
of the little things to get there,” says 
Hostetler, who sat on the bench in 1987 
and watched Phil Simms complete 22 of 25 
passes, including arecord 10 in arow, as 
the Giants annihilated Denver. “You've got 
to be meticulous about your preparation 
because you never know what play is going 
to turn the game around.” 

The Bills and Kelly went on to lose four 
successive Super Bowls, from 1991 to '94, 
the last three to Dallas and Washington by a 
combined 119-54. The one-point loss to 
the Giants was as close as Kelly has come. 

Historians must leaf back to Super Bowl 
XI to find the last AFC quarterback other 
than Plunkett or Bradshaw to have etched 
his name on the Vince Lombardi Trophy. 
That man is Kenny Stabler, who also played 
for the Raiders. The last AFC team other 
than the Steelers or Raiders to win the big 
bowl was the Bob Griese-led Dolphins of 
1973 and’74. 

Plunkett, who played seven shaky sea- 
sons for New England and San Francis- 
co before winning Super Bowls for 
the Raiders—once in Oakland and 
once in Los Angeles—says it’s 
not hard to fathom Wigan 

and Kelly haven’t b@aiaiaieuaa 

win it all forthe AFC. 
“The guys wh qian 
been alittle beta imme tt 
“Elway went ingiiiaieelins 
good offensiVeivemmne - 
vely couldn’ jee ooGiys 


Kelly had sort of the same problem, al- 
though the Bills could have very easily won 
that game against the Giants and came up 
short.” 

Jerry Jones, whose ownership revital- 
ized the Cowboys, believes that leadership 
from his quarterback is a prime component 
of victory. The same feelings are voiced by 
Shanahan, who, as offensive coordinator 
last season in San Francisco, witnessed 
Young’s metamorphosis into a leader dur- 
ing an early October 40-8 loss at home to 
Philadelphia. 

In that pivotal game, the Niners were 
losing so badly, coach George Seifert 
yanked Young in the fourth quarter. Young 
was so humiliated, he openly confronted 
the coach on the sidelines, a professional 
first for him. 

“To that point, Young was purely pas- 
sive,” Shanahan recalls. “A coach would 
say something, he’d mutter a few words 
under his breath and kind of go with it. By 
showing how upset he was when he was 
taken out of that game, he responded dif- 
ferently than he ever had before. Certainly 
everyone noticed that Steve was exerting 
his leadership.” 

Young, too, believes the game and his 
reaction were watershed events in the sea- 
son. 

“| took the benching the wrong way,” 
Young says. “I'll probably never scream at a 
coach again. But | felt good aboutit then. 
We were supposedly touted as this great 
team. Obviously, just because it’s written 
doesn’t mean it’s automatically done. You 
have to do the work. | think at iiIMEnt, 
the humiliation was one of thaiigigsiaimmp or- 
tant things that happened. To Sigiaaimmeted 
brought out the resolve in all @iiaaamms aw 


Elway’s dismal results: outscored 
136,.400iinec Super feiiusmess 


the rest of the year.” 
The Cowboys have been near or at the 
top of the NFL since Jones was able to 
join the considerable talents of Aikman’s 
passing game and the rushing and pass- 
catching of Emmitt Smith. The blend of 
those two men’s abilities into a balanced 
offensive scheme has made the Cowboys 
the powerhouse they are today. 
“There’s a lot of 
players with Aik- 
,, man’s skills who 
2 might want to 
© throw the ball 
£15 to 20 more 


# ...the great Marino miayiaoniy be 


{ 


times agame,” Jones says. “He’s as 
much a part of creating our balance as the 
coaches are. Not only does he accept the 
role he has, but he excels within it.” 

Aikman agrees. 

“That's why I’ve been successful,” he 
says. “We have a lot of talented players, 
and there’s only one football. It’s an un- 
selfish group and | have to be unselfish 
with it. I’d love to come Ouse the 
ball 40 times a game. T QiRieme Uld 


While Aikman stampeded 
Buffalo in his only two attempts... 


be alot of fun. But! give up individual 
statistics for winning football games. Jer- 
ry Jones doesn’t pay me to go out and 
throw for 4,500 yards a year. He pays me 
to win. 

“Ultimately, when I’m @GReiplaying, all 
that’s going to matter tokaiyGmers wing 
and losses.” 

Perhaps Hostetler SurfiSiipine upet 
Bowl experience best: “THEFe@srereasor 


remembered as a rifgjie@semeader. | togetthere if you don't win.” * 
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oke or Pepsi? Turf or grass? 
The ’Stick or the Star? Neon 
Sanders or a steamed Rice? 
True blue ordeadred? 
Smith and Jones or Young 
and the Effortless? 

Basic questions in life often lead 
to basic answers. Either you’rea 
Democrat or a Republican. Like 
genders, you can’t be both, al- 
though some dotry. Even for the 
biggest bandwagoners, this choice 
is simple: Do Dallas or side with 
San Francisco. 

For the Cowboys and 49ers, the 
water is boiling on another Superb 
Bowl, the biannual matchup be- 
tween the best pair of teams in the 
NFL. On Nov. 12, the two battled for 
supremacy in a preview of the likely 
Jan. 14rematch. 

If the NFC Championship Game 
is—agreeably, even by most AFC 
accounts—the Super Bowl, then 
the regular-season matchup be- 
tween Dallas and San Francisco is 
the Tarantino game: the loudest, 
fastest and most intense battle of 
the regular year. 

The game is a crystal ball. Three 
straight meetings going into this 
season produced three Super 
Bowl champions. In November, un- 
derdog San Francisco stunned the 
football world by pummeling the 
Cowboys in Dallas with a 
makeshift lineup. “Preparation was 
key,” says Niners tight end Ted 
Popson. “The game plan was out- 
standing and the play-calling went 
real well.” 

Everything went well for the Nin- 
ers, who answered their critics and 
have the Cowboys looking for an- 
swers: Has Troy Aikman taken too 
much of a beating? Is Alvin Harper 
sorely missed? Is Deion really the 
difference? 

“Deion’s just another talented 
player,” says Jerry Rice. Butthe 
Cowboys are certainly not just an- 
other talented team. They’re the 
best. This season. 

They have: 1) Mr. Emmitt Smith; 
2) alurking Sanders in the defen- 
sive backfield at the posterior ofa 
ticked-off Charles Haley; 3) health 
on both sides of the football, oppo- 
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In November, the 49ers toppled the 


Cowboys for a third straight time 


in what could be a table=setter 


for this month's HFC Championship 


site a Niners offensive line that’s 
been in and out of the hospital; 4) 
Texas Stadium turf-field advan- 
tage. 

“This rivalry has historical sig- 
nificance,” Young says. “There’s a 
mutual respect for the talent, and 
what makes this matchup greatis 
that these are the games that have 
decided the championship.” 

Twice inthe muck by the Bay 
(30-20 Dallas in 93 and last sea- 
son’s 38-28 49ers win) and twice on 
the sundried carpet in Dallas (38-21 
Cowboys in ’94 and 38-20 Niners in 


Game/By Dan Dieffenbach 


we 


November), the NFL’s elite have 
played this game with the ease and 
grace of the ballet and the strength 
and power of sumo. Michael Irvin’s 
crossbar dunks after TDs and Ha- 
ley’s forearm shivers. Young’s pre- 
cise recklessness and the perfect 
score of Rice skating into the end 
zone. 

What happens now? Patience. 
The clock is ticking toward the 
biggest game of the year, the Su- 
perb Bowl. 

Talk about it over a cold drink. 
Coke or Pepsi? 


Ss 


: 
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With the Cowboys and 49ers run- 
ning onall cylinders and heading to- ; 
ward yet another showdown in the < 


NFC Championship Game, we flash 
back to Nov. 12, when the two col- 
lided in Irving and gave us insight in- 
to a likely Jan. 14 rematch. 


owboys safety Darren 

Woodson was the last of the 

beatens to exit the cold si- 

lence of the Dallas locker 

room. “We’ll see them 

again,” Woodson muttered 
as the throng of bent-eared media 
shoved closer, searching for an- 
swers. 

Them was the still-world-cham- 
pion 49ers, who embarrassed the 
Cowboys, 38-20, at Texas Stadi- 
um in front of a record regular-sea- 
son crowd of 65,180. 

The destruction of Dallas left the 
49ers optimistic and the verbose 
Cowboys at a loss for words. Foot- 
ball fans would like nothing more 
than for the flames of this heated 
rivalry to be fanned in the mid-Jan- 
uary Superb Bowl, but for Novem- 
ber’s regular-season game, the 
stage was set. 

America’s Team was back on 
top. Michael Irvin, not Jerry Rice, 
was expected to break a record— 
for most consecutive 100-yard re- 
ceiving games. Steve Young was 
there, but wearing a headset in au- 
dition for his future job as the San 
Francisco offensive coordinator. 
Bar None had been disbarred. 
Deion Sanders was in a different 
uniform and the Niners were incog- 
nito. And 13%-point underdogs. 

Consistent with the outcome, 
the pregame hype produced noise 
out of Dallas and poise from San 
Francisco. 

The 49ers brought to the Lone 
Star State a game plan ironed out 
as neatly as Rice’s uniform. “They 
came out here to win a football 
game,” said Dallas defensive end 
Charles Haley after the game. “We 
came out here to lose one.” 

Loud as a gunfight, the Cow- 
boys boasted—and roasted the 
two-game monkey on its back in 
the local media throughout the 
week. On Thursday, Sanders 
called the 49ers a team in denial 
that was losing its stronghold on 


On the game’s second play 
from scrimmage, Rice burned 
the Cowboys for 81 yards, and 
the 49ers never looked back. 
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the NEL. Irvin chimed in with com- 


5 ments about “the old guys” playing 
= for San Francisco. 
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Cowboys coach Barry Switzer 
even took the liberty of leaving Sat- 
urday’s practice to watch his son 
play college football in Arkansas. 

“They were literally pointing the 
finger, saying they were going to 
embarrass us,” said 49ers presi- 
dent Carmen Policy. “They at- 
tempted to tear down what we 
have built up over the years.” 

Oops. 

Twenty-four hours later it was 
payback time. 

“My advice to Irvin is to keep his 
mouth shut,” said San Francisco’s 
Gary Plummer. 

“We've got the best team and 
I’ve always said that,” 49ers defen- 
sive end Rickey Jackson echoed. 
“They’re the same ol’ Cowboys.” 

Which isn’t all bad when you’ve 
got Troy Aikman guiding the ship, 


> Emmitt Smith aft and Irvin on the 
> starboard side. But take away any 


member of the Big Three and hell 
breaks loose. Take away two- 
thirds and you’ve got a blowout on 
your hands. 

Irvin fumbled on Dallas’ second 
play from scrimmage. Aikman left 
the game at 6:39 of the first quarter 
with a bruised tendon in his left 
knee, courtesy of a Dana Stubble- 
field sack. He hobbled off witha 
knee injury and the visitors leading 
17-0. 

“They shut up real fast,” said 
49ers tight end Brent Jones of the 
initial 17-point explosion, reminis- 
cent of the 21 points San Francisco 
scored in the opening 7:27 of last 
year’s NFC title game. 

Jabbed former Cowboy Ken 
Norton, “Early on, we let them 
know they’re just an average 
team.” 

It was crazy from the kick. 

On the second play of the game, 
Rice lined up in the slot out ofa 
four-wide-receiver set and sliced 
to the middle of the field against 
the Cowboys’ zone defense. He 
caught apass onthe 27 and 
burned as many calories checking 
his rear-view mirror for panting 
Cowboys as he did running toward 
the end zone for an 81-yard TD re- 
ception. In stride against the Dallas 


Can’t catch 22? Don’ttell the 
49ers, who held the Cowboys’ 
incomparable Emmitt in 
check; Elvis (above) came to 
life with guidance from Young. 
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inebacking corps, Rice looked like 
a Cadillac speeding througha 
used-car lot. “They’re not going to 


> give me that matchup anymore,” 


chuckled Rice, who for the day 
caught six passes for 161 yards, 
155 alone in the first half. 

Rice played like his usual 
smooth self. He lined up wide and 
inthe slot. Deion jammed him, 
Woodson bumped him. Nobody 
stopped him. 

And, no, quarterback Elvis Gr- 
bac wasn’t bothered much by the 
NFL’s best four-man pass rush. 
The 49ers’ offensive line, including 
tackle Kirk Scrafford, the replace- 
ment for the injured Steve Wallace, 
gave Grbac the time he needed to 
play mistake-free football and 
made Young’s Friday comment— 
“error-free football will win”— 
come to fruition. 

“Ours is an offensive line that 
doesn’t get much respect,” said 
tackle Harris Barton. “But, hey, I’ve 


Cowboys owner Jerry Jones 
(below) had two big 
reasons for concern: 
Aikman’s knee and Rice 
continually breaking free. 
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Drew Bledsoe -$40 
Terry Bradshaw -$45 
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Tim Brown -$35 
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John Elway -$45 
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Jim Kelly -$40 
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Ronnie Lott -$35 
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Heath Shuler -$35 
Phil Simms -$35 
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Emmitt Smith -$45 
Roger Staubach -$50 
Lawrence Taylor -$45 
Derrick Thomas -$35 
Ricky Watters -$35 
Reggie White -$35 
Rod Woodson -$35 
Steve Young -$45 
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Joe Dimaggio -$150 
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Bo Jackson -$35 
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Take Advantage of this Special Offer 
Order Any 2 or More Pieces & Take 15% Off !! 
Order Any 4 or More Pieces & Take 20% Off !! 
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~ PHOTOS ARE DOUBLE MATTED & READY FOR FRAMING . 
~ FINISHED MAT SIZE IS APPROXIMATELY 11" X 14". 

~ BLACK METAL FRAMING IS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR $25. 

- ALL ORDERS INCLUDE A FREE COLOR CATALOG. 
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got three championship rings.” 

At the half, camp Cowboy was 
in shock. Guard Nate Newton 
spoke up, but even hedidn’t 
sound too convincing when he of- 
fered, “If they did it, we can come 
back and do it.” 

Emmitt Smith personally es- 
corted the Cowboys down the 
field with zippy runs of 33 and 16 
yards to open the second half. 

But there was a code red in the 
red zone this day for Dallas, a 
team that had previously cashed in 
for six a whopping 68 percent of 
the time inside the 20. Twice in the 
second half, the Stars settled for 
Chris Boniol field goals. 

Youthful yet hungry, the 49ers 
D made America’s Team look 
Canadian. Marquez Pope was left 
alone at corner, while Tim McDon- 
ald and Eric Davis allowed Irvin 
just four catches for 37 yards, in- 
cluding a meaningless touchdown 
with 4:19 remaining. Jackson’s 
free-lance effort stymied the Cow- 
boys to the tune of asack, an in- 
terception and two passes de- 
fended from his defensive-end 
spot. 

In a playoff atmosphere, the 
49ers defended their title with a vi- 
olent purpose. Fox network ana- 
lyst John Madden bellowed, 
“Guys are hitting the other guy, 
hitting the other team, hitting each 
other.” 

Emmitt Smith, who typically 
eludes the big hit, in this game got 
hammered. Despite gaining 100 
yards—81 in the second half—and 
scoring a TD, he was unable to 
control the game for two reasons: 
the guts of the San Francisco de- 
fense and the surprising score, 
which forced the Cowboys to 
throw. 

“Our defense is so much better 
this year,” said Barton. 
“(Linebacker Lee] Woodall has the 
speed to tackle a guy like Emmitt.” 

After the win, Norton, who 
played flawlessly and tirelessly at 
linebacker to the delight of his fa- 
ther patrolling the sidelines, 
donned a black cowboy hat in the 
cramped, businesslike 49ers lock- 
er room. 

“| learned the game of football 


Hanks (right) rejoiced after 
returning a fumble 38 yards for 
ascore. Irvin, who provided 
the handout, was held to just 
37 yards on four receptions. 
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in Dallas, so for me personally, 
was one of the best wins,” he said. 


“l left my biceps somewhere on & 


this field.” 

49ers safety Merton Hanks, 
who scooped up Irvin’s first-quar- 
ter fumble and danced 38 yards in- 
to the Dallas end zone, pro- 
claimed, “Never underestimate 
the world champs.” 

The win marked the 49ers’ 
wake-up call and alarmed the 
Cowboys that they best lay off the 
snooze button or face a Dallas 
demise. Both seasons had 
reached a fork in the road. 

49ers head coach George 
Seifert congratulated his coaching 
staff and then disappeared with a 
six-pack of Mountain Dew. The 
Cowboys’ sour Switzer had anoth- 
er six-pack on his mind. 

“We ain’t got no ----in’ terminal 
cancer,” he muttered, shuffling out 
of Texas Stadium. “We ain’t ----in’ 
dead. |’m going to get a drink.” 

He’s right about the cancer 
part, but for Switzer, job security 
may depend on a Super Bowl ap- 
pearance. Nothing short would as- 
suage owner Jerry Jones and jus- 
tify the ’Boys’ bankroll. 

For the 10th straight season, 
the Cowboys lost the 10th game of 
the regular season. Playing in his 
147th game as aNiner, Jesse 
Sapolu acknowledged that if any 
game could turn the tables on the 
49ers’ season, this was the one. 

An offensive scheme devel- 
oped by coordinator Marc Trest- 
man gave Grbac aname (anda 
then-career-high 305 yards 
through the air), and the defense 
possessed the timing and ferocity 
of boxer Ken Norton in his prime. 

The showers took longer in the 
visiting 49ers’ locker room. Ties 
were straightened, hair was jelled. 
This was to be savored. But not for 
too long. There was work to do— 
repeat. 

Plummer looked around at his 
49ers teammates and said, 
“There’s an awful lot of pridein 
this locker room.” 

The 49ers were reborn. Elvis 
left the building as Young prepped 
for arthroscopic surgery and an- 
other title run. 

“Time was ticking so slow, 
Rice said. “| just wanted this game 
to end.” 

End it did. And it gave these 
world champs a new beginning. 

Said Hanks: “With all that tal- 
ent, and in their house, we came in 
and showed them how to defend a 
championship.” * 
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Vs “RICE 


As the hype bubbled for the confrontation between the league’s best 
teams, so too did the battle within the battle between “old friends” Deion 
Sanders and Jerry Rice. 

“| expect to play against Deion,” Rice said before the game. “He’s a great 


_ football player.” 


What happened? Of 125 plays come Sunday, Sanders covered Rice 
‘one-on-one just four times. Three were incomplete passes resulting from 
blanket coverage by Sanders. The fourth was a vintage outside-inside move 
that freed Rice in the end zone. A late, high throw from quarterback Elvis Gr- 
bac skipped off Rice’s forearms. End of showdown. 

Next time? 

“That matchup will probably change because of the way | contained him 
early on,” says Sanders. “| was just playing my position, sticking to the 
scheme.” 

The 49ers’ scheme was to allow Rice to line up in the slot position, just in- 
side the wide receiver. This gave Rice an opportunity to work against the 
slower Cowboys linebackers. 

Said Rice after his 54th 100-yard receiving day against a defeated Dallas 
D: “Things will definitely change. | won’t see many linebackers next game.” 

Ifthese teams meet in the NFC Championship Game, expect to see plen- 
ty of Sanders breathing down Rice’s neck. He is one of the few defensive 
backs in the league capable of jamming Rice at the line of scrimmage, nullify- 
ing his precision patterns and matching his speed off the ball. 

“Deion comes in and shuts down the field,” says the Cowboys’ Darren 
Woodson. “You don’t have to help that corner.” 

Failure to adjust cost Dallas dearly in the regular-season loss to the Nin- 
ers, and since Rice was in the slot and dueling against the Cowboys 
linebackers, he didn’t have to worry much about that athleticism and cover 
ability of Sanders. 

“Deion has 35 million reasons not to be too upset,” quipped the 49ers’ 
Brent Jones afterward. 

Said Steve Young: “We've faced Deion before, and nobody has more re- 
spect for Deion personally or as a player than me.” 

If the two teams meet in the Superb Bowl, Woodson predicts, “Deion’s 
going to be matched up against Jerry most of the time.” 

For the fans’ sake, let’s hope so. 


| PLEDGE 
ALLEGIANCE TO 
SUPER BOWL 
SUNDAY, THE 
GREATEST OF =e 
ALL HOLIDAY’. AD 
TO THE TWO TEAMS 
THAT ‘LL CLAN 
THEIR WAY THERE. T HE 
WINNING TEAM MAY [re 
GET A SHINY NEN I, 
TROPHY, BUT LOOk TikxGa. 
AT THE SNAPPY STUFF 
| GET TO WEAR. 
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hile the 49ers and Cowboys 
knock helmets for the right 
to be engraved on the Lom- 
bardi trophy, the AFC is en- 
meshed in a decade-long 
identity crisis. 

The Super Bowl has featured 
nothing more than burned-out offer- 
ings from the AFC. The 26 points reg- 
istered by the Chargers in the annual 
interconference mismatch, last year 
known as Super Bowl XXIX, is a lofty 


goal for this season’s sacrificial 
amb. 

Like many preseason prognosti- 
cators, we were partial to New Eng- 
land and even discussed the makings 
ofa “BostonTD Party.” But Drew 
Bledsoe brought the party crashing 
down, failing to throw a touchdown 


After 11 straight Super Bowl wins, the NPC says 


pass until Week 7 and leaving the 
parity-marred AFC with even less 
hope of upending the NFC in big 
game No. 30. 

When highly touted Pittsburgh 
lost all-world cornerback Rod Wood- 
son after three snaps of football, it 
looked like curtains for the Steelers. 


bring on the next helpless victim from that 
other conference/By Dan Dieffenbach 
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Yet quarterback Neil O’Donnell heat- 2 § 


ed up, leading his club out of the pit of © 
the conference and into the hunt fora 
spotin Tempe, sight of Super Bowl 
XXX. 
Forastretch of midseason 
games, the grizzled veterans from 
Buffalo recalled their o’fer Super 
Bowl days. The Bills’ defense had al- 
lowed just 155 points at midseason, 
and Jim Kelly’s hurry-up efficiency 
and postgame comb-over actually 
gave the aging Bills a tint of youth. 

Dateline, AFC West: Kansas City, 
here they come. Quarterback Steve 
Bono was bootlegging the we’ve- 
got-defense-but-without-Joe-we’re- 
defenseless Chiefs toward an AFC ti- 
tle. Somewhere Len Dawson is smil- 
ing. 
Then Oakland assumed the man- 
tle as conference favorite...for one 
week. A 27-0 defeat to the Broncos 
and a touchdown-less loss to the 
Chargers a few weeks later muddled 
the AFC hierarchy even more. The 
conference trophy was up for grabs. 

Meanwhile, Miami darted to a 4-0 
start, not with a slew of touchdown 
passes from Achilles-healed Dan 
Marino, but with a—sorry, Bryan 
Cox—no-name, opportunistic 
defense. 

“1 don’t want to walk away from 
the game without winning a Super 
Bowl,” says Marino, 34. “I think I’m 
going to have my opportunity, and | 
think I’m going to win.” 

Uh-oh. Marino got hurt and the 
defense unraveled, allowing 77 
points in a trio of consecutive losses 
to Indianapolis, New Orleans and the 
New York Jets. Marino’s return failed 
to stop the bleeding. In fact, it got 
worse as Tom Olivadotti’s porous 
unit allowed a whopping 114 points 
in three more consecutive losses, to 
New England, San Francisco and In- 
dianapolis. There’s always next 
year, Dan. 

Enough with the season review. 
It’s time for the AFC to select the best 
team to go under the NFC knife... 


ait a minute, Mr. NFC. Turn 
off the grill, stop the mari- 
nating. This year’s AFC rep- 
resentative isn’t ready to be 
served up just yet. 

This AFC has talent. Semi-mo- 
bile quarterbacks with semi-auto- 
matic arms. Hearty linemen with 
quick feet. Six of the top eight re- 


An Achilles-healed Marino 
can’t overcome the Dolphins’ 
Achilles’ heel: a porous D. 
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ceivers in the league and creative 
coaches. 

“I can see where the leagues get 
their reputations,” says Bills 
linebacker Bryce Paup. “The NFC is 
smash-mouth football. Run it down 
your throat. The AFC is more of a fi- 
nesse league. They throw the balla 
little more here.” 

Tradition has it that the power 
button can be turned off once the 
Cowboys and 49ers finish feuding 
for the NFC title. Press and it’s over. 
History has repeated itself, you 
know. Eleven straight years. 

Not so fast, thumb boy. 

Look at the overachieving 
Chiefs. Oakland’s revamped of- 
fense is anything but a bomb. And 
check out the Bills in Buffalo, win- 
ning just like old times. 

A pecking order has developed. 
The Raiders and Chiefs look like top 
dogs in aconference starved for at- 
tention. The following questions 
now have answers. 

1) Was that Cher snapping the 
football in Kansas City? 2) Did Tim 
Brown actually call Oakland a hap- 
py home? 3) Is Dan Marino back on 
his war-torn feet? 4) Are we in dan- 
ger of watching Buffalo in another 
Super Bowl? 


1) No, Cher doesn’t snap the 
football for Kansas City, but Tim 
Grunhard does, and he’s devel- 
oped into one of the best. 

Bono, the snap recipient and no 
relation to Sonny or affiliation with 
U2, met each challenge the regular 
season tossed at him. 

He finds the open receiver, and 
apparently his days living in Joe 
Montana’s back pocket in both San 
Francisco and K.C. provided ample 
lessons in savvy, scrambling ability 
and leadership. 

“| don’t think anyone thought 
Bono was a legit, big-time quarter- 
back,” says John Czarnecki, Fox 
analyst and our NFL czar. “Steve’s 
always been sharp, but he’s way 
advanced mentally on how to read 
defenses and how to play this 
game.” 

“He’s played in this offense fora 
long time; consequently, he has a 
good understanding of the West 
Coast offense,” says Chiefs head 
coach Marty Schottenheimer. “That 
had more to do with his success 
than anything else.” 


Though no Joe, the Chiefs’ 
Bono plays a mean West 
Coast offense himself. 
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It sure wasn’t the fact that Bono _ 
had to rely on Kimble Anders out of & 
the backfield or aslowed-down & 
Willie Davis and inexperienced & 
Lake Dawsonas his playmakers. = 
Bono knows how to win. H 

On ageless legs, 35-year-old 
Marcus Allen notched his 100th ca- | 
reer touchdown this season. More ! 
significantly, he’s been a Super | 
Bowl MVP, precisely why Schot- ! 
tenheimer gambled when he made | 
Allen his go-to back. 

“I’ve been around a lot of great | 
players in my career as botha! 
coach and aplayer, but I’ve never | 
seen anybody like him,” says 
Schottenheimer. “That guy is un- | 
believable. He’s remarkable in his | 
preparation, his ability to see the | 
field, in his leadership. He’s the ! 
consummate professional.” H 

Defensive end and Breathe ! 
Right spokesman Neil Smith has | 
gonged so many quarterbacks this | 
year, you’d expect to see Jaye P. | 
Morgan cheering for Kansas City. 
Smith, with assistance from tackle | 
Dan Saleaumua, thwarted late ! 
drive after late drive forthe Chiefs. | © 

With linebacker Derrick Thomas ! 
and arevamped secondary, the | 
Chiefs’ defense has held oppo- | 
nents in check, especially in the | 
fourth quarter. If you haven’t no- ! 
ticed, that’s how NFL champi- | 
onships are won. At least, that’s | 
how you win 10 of your first 11 | 
games. 
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2) Yes, Tim Brown called the 
Raiders’ family a happy home. 

The Raiders have the best over- 
all talent in the conference and ap- 
parently the most harmony. How 
about a hug? 

“But teams like San Francisco 
and Dallas will run on them in a big 
game,” says the Czar. Run on de- 
fensive linemen Chester McGlock- 
ton and Anthony Smith, who seem 
to wear down in the late going, 
leaving asoft secondary to clean 
up the mess. 

But after the two great corners, 
Terry McDaniel and longtime Chief 
Albert Lewis, the defensive back- 
field is patchwork. 

Offensively, an improved Har- 
vey Williams and rookie Napoleon 
Kaufman hand the Raiders some- 
thing no other AFC team has: the 
option to run inside or outside, to 
go with the chains-mover or the 


The last AFC team to wina 
Super Bowl, Hostetler’s 
Raiders look to repeat the feat. 
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game-breaker. 

All that may be enough to keep 
the commitment to excellence, and 
anewfound peace, in Oakland. 

One thing’s for sure: quarter- 
back Jeff Hostetler wants to get 
back to the Super Bowl. 

“Ever since the day|came 
here,” says Hostetler, who led the 
Giants to a Super Bowl win in 1991, 
“I’ve been waiting to take a team 
back. And now | think we’ve got the 
pieces.” 


3) Marino is back on his feet. 
Sort of. 

“I’m alittle more mobile than 
people give me credit for,” says 
Marino, 34. “You know, | don’t run 
the 40 very well, but I’m quick 
enough in the pocket to make peo- 
ple miss and give me alittle extra 
time to throw.” 

Quick? His release, maybe, but 
Marino’s mobility in the pocket has 
all but been sacked by the Achilles 
injury. 

Nonetheless, Marino’s impor- 
tance to the Dolphins is illustrated 
by two final scores: a 52-14 win vs. 
the New York Jets to open the sea- 
son anda 17-16 loss vs. the same 
Jets seven weeks later. Go figure 
which game Marino started at 
quarterback, then go figure what 
always seems to happen to his 
team en route to the big game. 

“In 75 years of football, no one’s 
ever done what I’m going to do,” 
says Marino, not of the Super 
Bowl, but of his passing records. 
Marino surpassed Fran Tarken- 
ton’s career passing mark in 
November. 

Back on his feet. Running to- 
ward perhaps the last chance for 
coach Don Shula to taste his first 
Super Sunday win in more than two 
decades. Jimmy Johnson and his 
hair products wait patiently for the 
Shula throne. 

Lack of aconsistent running 
game may well contribute to Mia- 
mi’s downfall. The Czar surmises, 
“When you’re pass-blocking all 
week long, it’s tough on fourth- 
and-two on Sunday.” 

With Marino out for a midsea- 
son stint, it was the expensive Mia- 
mi defense that came up big in as- 
sisting the limping Dolphins. 

Cox careered. He stuffed the 
middle and roamed the outsides, 
sniffing out screens and providing 
his own brand of leadership. 


Can Kelly again succeed in his 
bid to become NFC fodder? 


SPORT/FEBRUARY 1996 47 


“| hate to lose,” says the 6-4, 
250-pound Cox, as mild-mannered 
off the field as he is crazed on it. “| 
channel an entire week’s worth of 
anger into those three hours on the 
football field. That’s just how | play. 
That’s how | lead this team.” 

Leadership. Perhaps that’s 
been the missing ingredient in Mia- 
mi. “Everybody’s searching to ex- 
plain this team, and whether it’s 
heart or what, nobody seems to 
know,” says the Czar. 

Not even the coaches. Says de- 
fensive-line coach Mean Joe 
Greene: “We're glad we came out of 
the chute the way we did, but 
you’ve also got to finish that way if 
you’re going to be champs. It’s a 
distance run, not a sprint.” 

What did Marino say about his 
40 time? 

AFC followers wanted to see 
how the Dolphins’ D fared against 
the senior circuit—namely, Dallas 
or San Francisco. 

“Dallas is the power football 
team, with a very physical offensive 
line and a great running back, so 
they’ll pound you,” says Miami de- 
fensive end Trace Armstrong. “San 
Francisco just has tremendous exe- 
cution. They’ve got great skill peo- 
ple and an athletic offensive line. It’s 
two different styles of offense, and 
I’m real anxious to see how we 
stack up.” 

Don’t be too anxious. 


4) No. 

Another Super Bowl appearance 
is not in the cards for Buffalo, which 
took a handful of pros, mixedina 
few famished free agents, and be- 
came the AFC’s biggest surprise in 
the first half of the season. Then 
they lost Thurman Thomas and An- 
dre Reed in back-to-back games. 

“Whenthose guys go out, 
they’re doomed,” the Czar says. 

Inagame at Miami, the Bills 
were undermanned and over- 
matched, losing 23-6. Without 
Reed and the Thurmanator, they’re 
a different team. With them, will 
they become five-time NFC fodder? 

“I’ve talked with some of the 
guys here in the locker room, and 
they say they were just worn out last 
year,” says Paup. “I think not mak- 
ing the playoffs made them hungry, 
and these guys really want to get 
back to the Super Bowl.” 

And no matter where they turn, 
the Super Bowl goose egg follows. 

“| don’t know what you think, but 
just getting to the Super Bowl four 
times is a great accomplishment,” 
says Bruce Smith. “We know how 
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to get back there.” 

For the Bills, that’s been the easy 
part. Offensively, Jim Kelly and his 
hurry-up offense continue to take 
teams by surprise. A defense looks 
across the line at these geezers (av- 
erage age: above freezing) and is 
generally caught off guard by the 
quick-strike passing game. 

Good enough for arun, but even 
if healthy, Buffalo fits the bill as 
nothing more than an aging af- 
terthought. 


In search of... a deep, confident 
team to spit back at the dueling 
kings of the NFL. A group to silence 
Deion Sanders, trip up Emmitt 
Smith or shadow Jerry Rice. Mis- 
sion impossible? 

“You never really know with the 
AFC,” says Indianapolis Colts quar- 
terback Jim Harbaugh. “I mean, 
we’ve surprised a lot of people this 
year. Beating San Francisco in the 
regular season will really give us 
confidence in January.” 

January? Jim, that’s whena 
team looks to its veteran, fearless 
leader, operates with a playbook 
creatively generated from the West 
Coast offense, and unleashes a de- 
fensive unit hankering for a hunk of 
the pigskin. 

Hmm. The Steelers’ O’Donnell 
has proven acapable leader and 
that Pittsburgh defense sure is 
tough. Innovative coach Bill 
Cowher has a great secret weapon 


in Kordell Stewart. And the Steelers « 
do have the fire of ateam that came = 


within an eyelash of representing 
the AFC in last year’s Super Bowl. 

So all right already, who will it 
be? 

We'll whittle it down to a pair of 
AFC teams, but we’d rather com- 
bine the best in the AFC West to 
make arun atthe beastly NFC 
champ. 

The Raiders? The Chiefs? 

We’re not going to mislead you. 
Whichever team represents the 
AFC, albeit with talent and good in- 
tention, shall be a sacrificial lamb. 

“Someone from the AFC West is 
your best bet,” says the Czar. “But | 
don’t see how the Chiefs or any 
team can beat the Cowboys or 
49ers ina money game.” 

Agreed. *« 


In defense of the AFC, 
Dolphins linebacker Bryan Cox 
(above) and Chiefs sackman 
Neil Smith are primed to tackle 
the senior circuit. 
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“The Bulls never gave us credit while we = 
were on top,” says Rodman, who later sent Pip- 
pen a written apology that Pippen rejected. “So 5 
we walked off the court because we sawno & 
need to give them respect.” ° 

But now Rodman and Pippenareteam- = 
mates. It seems that even if all is not forgotten, it = 
may be forgiven for the sake of teamwork. 

“I'll never forget the incidents, but | can still 5 
be his teammate on the court,” Pippen insists. 2 
“We don’t have to be that close off the court. ¢ 
We're grown men, professionals. We have ajob + 
to do and we're going to do it. To me, he’s no dif- 
ferent than a lot of other teammates | don’t so- 
cialize with off the court.” 

“Sure, we’ve had some run-ins in the past,” 
Michael Jordan says of the Bulls’ relationship 
with Rodman, “and people say there was bad 
blood between us when he was on the Pistons. 
But that was in the heat of competition. Rivals on 
different teams trying our best to beat each oth- 
er every game. Now we’re on the same team 
fighting for the same goal—a championship. 

“| know a lot of people from day one are look- 
ing and waiting for something bad to happen. 
Some are even hoping for something bad to 
happen so that they can say, ‘I told you so.’ But 
not me. | went into the deal not just with an open 
mind but a positive mind. Dennis wants to win 
probably as bad as | do, and he’s willing to play 
his heart out to make it happen.” 

And Rodman? He’s also willing to let by- 
gones be bygones. 

“I like Michael and Scottie,” Rodman says. 
“They're all right. They’re two of the best players 
in the game, but! don’t sleep with Michael. | 
don’t sleep with Scottie.” 

Will the trade work? Will Rodman last the 
whole season and fulfill the great expectations 
and hopes for a fourth Bulls championship in six 
years? 

Smart money says no. It argues that the pri- 
vate demons that inhabit Rodman have lingered 
too long and become too strong for him or any- 
body or anything else to control. 

Naysayers swear that sooner or later, Rod- 
man will go berserk. They say he will return to the 
wicked wanton that got him banned from the 
Pistons and then banished from the San Antonio 
Spurs, whom he helped to win 55 games two 
seasons ago and aclub-record 62 games last 
season. 

It is ironic, however, that during his last four 
years, while he has been the NBA’s premier re- 
bounder each season and a defender perhaps 
second to none, he also has become a paragon 
of impropriety with his tie-dyed hair, his “Illus- 
trated Man” tattoos, his extreme mood swings, 
his piercings of the most sensitive parts of his 
anatomy, his fling with the salacious Madonna 
and his reputation for rejecting mainstream 
mores and team rules and functions. 


“Can aleopard change its spots?” wonders 
2 aleague general manager who tried to tame 
= Rodman and failed. “I don’t think so. He'll act re- 
2 sponsibly in the beginning and say what is politi- 
. Cally correct. But that’s part of the con. Once he 
gets your confidence, he'll break your heart. And 
it’s sad because this young man is incredibly 
gifted. | just can’t believe the Bulls would take 
such a chance, especially since they don’t have 
much time to build around Michael.” 

Indeed, that’s why the Bulls have been 
forced, many say, to cast caution to the wind. 
With the full-time return of Jordan, 32, they des- 
perately needed to complement him with a blue- 
ribbon rebounder at the power-forward slot, 
where Horace Grant, now of the Orlando Magic, 
helped the Bulls win three straight titles. 
Rodman, though 34 and in the last year of a 
six-year, $11.8 million contract paying him $2.5 
mil this season, was the best candidate to fill the 
bill. So prior to training camp, the Bulls plucked 
Rodman from the Spurs, who were anxious to 
part with him, in an exchange for center Will 
Perdue. 

The Orlando Magic, thought by most to be 
the clear favorites in the East, knew the Rodman 
trade helped the Bulls close the talent gap. “He 
is a unique player in what he does and an enig- 
matic player in every other way,” says Pat 
Williams, Magic general manager. “The Bulls 
knew they were taking on a handful. However, 
they had no choice because they are thinking 
championship now. Without Rodman or some- 
body like him, they don’t have a shot.” 

It’s been said that love and understanding is 
the combination that will unlock the vault of rich 
basketball gleaming inside Rodman. And with 
luck, that door will remain open long enough for 
his team to win an NBA title. The Spurs thought 
they had it when he joined them two years ago 
and coach Bob Hill dreamed of a ring. 

“One of the reasons | was so interested in 
coming to San Antonio,” Hill says, “was for Den- 
nis Rodman—because of my experience in 
coaching against him in the Central Division 
when Detroit was such a good team. Unfortu- 
nately, the Dennis Rodman delivered to me was 
not the same. And it was a sad scenario.” 
Rodman says the main reason he acted up in 
San Antonio, refused to report to training camp 
and no longer wanted to play for the Spurs was 
because management reneged on promises to 
give him anew contract. Bulls vice president 
Jerry Krause, of course, says he could sympa- 
thize with Rodman’s situation, and that’s why 
he’s not critical of the way Rodman reacted. 
“We did a lot of homework on Dennis and 
found that some things said of him were myths,” 
Krause says. “Like the thing about missing prac- 
tice last year. He missed only one. But the way 
most folks were talking, you’d have thought he 
missed more and had killed somebody or some- 
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= thing. He missed one practice. And that 
= was because he had the flu. 

“Was he late? Yes, anumber of times. 
> He and [Spurs GM] Gregg Popovich had a 
thing going, and Rodman would be late 
on purpose sometimes. | understand that. 
He thinks that he has been lied to by three 
general managers in a row. And | told him 
that if | had been lied to by three general 
managers, | probably wouldn't like gener- 
al managers either. And taking off his 
shoes? So what? He has a problem with 
his feet sweating. But he’s never missed a 
minute of play. What’s the big deal?” 

Obviously, Krause has accepted Rod- 
man’s versions of what happened in De- 
troit and San Antonio and conveniently 
sees no wrong in his actions. But that’s 
not all that he has accepted about Rod- 
man. 

“A few years ago, my son David had 
his ears pierced and put earrings in them,” 
' Krause says. “At first, | was ared-ass. 
= Man, | was mad as hell about it. Then my 
2 wife Thelma and | talked and | said: ‘Wait a 
5 minute. David's still the same kid. What 
3 the hell difference do earrings make? He’s 
still our son.’ See, | was alittle old-fash- 
ioned, and | realized that David didn’t turn 
bad all of asudden just because he got 
earrings. 

“So you grow up. All of us. | don’t care 
what color Rodman’s hair is. And if a guy 
tattoos his body? So what? Toni Kukoc, 
Ron Harper—many NBA players wear tat- 
toos. | think Dennis is basically a good hu- 
man being. The only person that Dennis 
Rodman really has hurt is Dennis Rod- 
man. He’s never hurt another person. He 
doesn’t have any goofy tendencies. He 
hasn’t been violent. He hasn’t been a drug 
guy. He hasn’t been an alcohol guy.” 

Nevertheless, trading for Rodman 
went against the Bulls’ tradition of shying 
away from controversial players. And they 
don’t come more controversial than Rod- 
man. But Bulls owner Jerry Reinsdorf 
hints that where winning is concerned, his 
rules don’t have to be too strict. 

“I think that policy has been misunder- 
stood,” Reinsdorf says. “We don’t want 
anybody who is likely to be a negative fac- 
tor to the team. And generally speaking, 
players who are not good people cause 
problems on teams. Obviously we made a 
determination that Rodman was not a bad 
person.” 

Is this the same opinion Reinsdorf had 
of Rodman four years ago after Rodman 
pushed Pippen into the basket support? 

“| never had to consider it four years 
ago,” Reinsdorf says. “It was disgraceful 
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what he did to Pippen. There was no ex- 
cuse for it. But we all came to the conclu- 
sion that he could help this team. He’s 
more likely to help than hurt.” 

For his part, Popovich denies breaking 
any promises. 

“In no way, shape or form was any 
promise of any sort or any nature ever 
made by me to Dennis Rodman in the 
way of contract guarantees or money,” 
Popovich says. “Whatever happened or 
didn’t happen before me here or in De- 
troit, | have no knowledge of. He and his 
agent, Bill Pollack, both told coach Bob 
Hill and me that he was promised $6 
million by the former administration of 
the Spurs while we were in Mexico City 
[in October of 1994] for a preseason 
game. 

“Whether any previous promise was 
made or not became irrelevant, however, 
when Dennis didn’t show up for training 
camp. Especially since, before then, 
when | first came to the Spurs, | spent the 
summer trying to develop trust with Den- 
nis by getting him out of a variety of finan- 
cial scrapes. And before training camp 
even started, | told his agent that he was 
underpaid and that we should, at some 
point, start discussing what his compen- 
sation should be. What happens next? He 
doesn’t show up for training camp. It was 
then that | told them all bets were off and 
that we would wait until after the season 
and go from there.” 

Unfortunately for Rodman but not for 
the Bulls, a moratorium was imposed by 
the NBA prohibiting the signing of any 
new contracts, and the owners staged a 
lockout until a new collective bargaining 
agreement was in place. Afterward, the 
Bulls made what might be the season’s 
biggest trade. 

“Everyone is wondering if Dennis will 
fit into the program and the city, if he’s go- 
ing to spazz out or whatever,” Rodman 
says. “Let me tell you, | can play in any sit- 
uation. Me and Scottie have a good rela- 
tionship. | have my way of doing things 
and they have their way. 

“I'm looking forward to a lot of brawl- 
ing around here. We need brawling on this 
team. We need to be more tough-minded. 
| used to slam Jordan and Pippen in De- 
troit. What the hell. I'll show them how to 
brawl. | want them to have an |-don't- 
give-a-damn attitude....! want all our guys 
to be that way.” 

Bulls coach Phil Jackson also would 
like his team to be more aggressive—to a 
point. 

“We're not a team of brawlers,” Jack- 
son says. “And we’re not going to change 
that. What we do welcome, however, is 
Rodman’s rebounding and enthusiasm 
for the game. We’re not big physically. 
He’s that big forward who makes the dif- 
ference between us being a50-game win- 
ner and a 60-win team.” * 
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IMMIGRATION, NBA STYLE, 
HAS OPENED THE DOORS FOR 
A HOST OF EUROPEAN aa 
PLAYERS/By Dan Diefenbach 


PARTY 7 


Call them the Grateful Alive, this legion of talent- 4 \ 
‘ ~ 


> 


ed Eastern Bloc players who’ve left the up- 
heaval of their homelands to find a new life in 
America , armed withthe game of basketball. 

Since the late Jerry Garcia furnished Lithua- 
nia’s 1992 Olympic basketball team with tie-dye 
apparel, the multiplying influx of European play- 
ers stateside has tripled the order. 

More Hogan’s Heroes than Lakers or Kings, 
Bulls or Sonics, these players have takena 
team game and five-syllable names and made 
out like bandits. Euro-cash. 

Stars abound: In L.A., a bearded Serbian 
center looks more Yakov Smirnoff than the suc- 
cessor to Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s skyhook 
throne; Seattle has a native son—of Germany; 


in Chicago, a Sinewy southpaw has to pinch him- _. 


self each morning as areminder thathe 3 
plays alongside Michael Jordan; Lithuan 
antothe core, ajourneymanisnowa 
King; Herman Munster, Romania-styl 
offers 91 inches to the speeding Bullets in : 
the nation’s capital; and a Celticnamed 2 
Dino tries to dig a storied franchise out of 
bad times. 

Altogether, this bloc party’s no differ- 
ent from the shipful of wide-eyed adven- 
turers who arrived in 1492. Viade Divac, 
Detlef Schrempf, Toni Kukoc, Sarunas 
Marciulionis, Gheorghe Muresan and Di- 
no Radja, among others, just want to 
prove to this round world that the Statue 
of Liberty is not simply an old symbol of a 
James Worthy dunk. The dream lives and 
breathes. And dunks too. 

“At times, | have to say to myself, 
‘Wake up,’” says Divac of his good for- 
tune. 

“| work for this. | work for basketball,” 
says Muresan, the Bullets’ 7-7 center 
from Romania. Muresan is the gigantic 
poster child for the get-rich-quick Euro- 
pean basketballer. He’s got all the tools. 
He’s ateam player and a friendly, semi- 
bilingual with a fattened wardrobe and 
steadily improving skills on the court. 

“I’m stronger now, more concentra- 
tion,” says Muresan, who is traveling with- 
out his interpreter, Greg Ghyka, for the 
first time in three NBA seasons. 

It’s personal adjustments and the 
lifestyle transformation that make these 
players special. 

“Playing for a national team, you don’t 
play for money or for anything else, you 
play for pride,” says Divac, a six-year NBA 
veteran. “The NBA is the same game, but 
it’s astyle of thinking that’s different. Each 
year somebody comes over and we get 
better and better.” 

When did the passports first get 
stamped? 

The SuperSonics’ Schrempf claims it 
all started when he was selected by the 
Dallas Mavericks with the eighth pick of 
the 1985 draft, following a career at the 
University of Washington with fellow Ger- 
man Christian Welp. 

“| was the first one to come over,” says 
Schrempf, a native of Leverkusen. “Then 
you saw a big jump of players coming 
over, like Petro [Drazen Petrovic], Vlade 
and Sarunas. That’s how it started.” 

Divac sees it differently. 

“I was the first one to break this wall,” 
he explains, “and now players can come 
over and not be afraid. I’m talking about 
players who came directly from Europe 
without going to college. Detlef helped 


The Lakers’ Divac says he laid the 
groundwork for the infusion of 
European players into the NBA. 
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me, but playing inthe NBA, directly to 
here from Europe, | was the guy.” 

Perhaps the eye-opener was Petrovic, 
the reckless, sharpshooting guard from 
Croatia. He posted increased numbers in 
each of his four seasons, the last two with 
New Jersey, before he died ina car crash 
in 1998. Divac and Petrovic were close 
friends and members of the Croatian na- 
tional team until the breakup of Yu- 
goslavia, which marked the onset of civil 
war in the early.’90s. Petrovic.never.again 
spoke to his former teammate and friend. 

“The last couple of years were really 
tough for me with the war,” Divac says. 
His parents and brother still live in the Ser- 
bian town of Prijepolje, 35 miles from the 
front-line fighting. 

“People say | should be the happiest 
man in the world, but | can’t be since my 
country is at war,” Divac says. “One part 
of my country is dying, so! don’t look so 
happy. My parents, my family and friends 
are suffering.” 

NBA teams that draft these pinch-me 
Europeans have not suffered from their 
decisions. Most of these players are de- 
lightful with the press, hand-shakers with 
the public and work on their games as if 
life depended on it. For some, it does. 

“When | was young, | just wanted to 
see what it was like,” says Schrempf, who 


spent part of his prep basketball career in 
" Centralia, Wash. “A lot of guys can’t 
Bi’ take it and go home.” 


The ones who can have tediously 


carved aniche in the basketball food 


chain and in their respective, newfound 
communities. 

“Ihave a feeling that | belong here,” 
says Divac, who lives in beach-view Pa- 
cific Palisades, Calif. “I'll definitely be here 
for the rest of my life. This is my home, 
even after basketball.” 

Overseas, these players are idolized— 
the best products from countries not 
known for many products, especially pro- 
fessional athletes. 

“I’m big over there,” Divac says with a 
grin. “Let’s put it this way: Michael Jordan 
is over here like | am over there.” 

Not for asecond is Divac bragging. He 
is sincerein both his pain and his 
prowess. 

“When Monica Seles started playing 
tennis, | was so proud of her because 
she’s from my country,” Divac explains. 
“People are suffering and many people 
are dying, sol’m proud for things that 


people from my country do.” 

And'so are the Lakers and the 14 other 
NBA teams rostering European stars this 
season. 

“Sarunas carries such a tremendous 
pride in what he’s done for Lithuania,” 
says SuperSonics coach George Karl, 
who coached Marciulionis last season. 

What he’s done is almost single-hand- 
edly win a bronze medal, and build a bas- 
ketball school in the poverty-stricken 
nation. 

“live and play with'a street mentality,” 
says Marciulionis. “| must leave every- 
thing on the floor because there's no way 
back. 

“In Lithuania, they follow me. They're 
happy for me and they’re sad for me. You 
can’t be aloser.” 

But pride and respect, treasured in the 
elbow-rich environment of the NBA, are 
as differents Serbian and English. 

“| don’t think they respected us in the 
beginning, but | think now they should,” 
says Divac. 

“| think the players, even if they don’t 
show respect, they do respect us,” Marci- 
ulionis says. “Drazen, Vlade and me, we 
proved we can play in the NBA.” 

Says Lakers general manager Jerry 
West: “The thing that would probably help 
most is if we got a big-time star from Eu- 
rope. We've got several good players, but 
we don’t have a star.” 

The closest thing to Euro-stardom was 
the courting of Kukoc, the Bulls’ sixth man 
via Croatia. Infinitely more manicured, but 
certainly not paved, was the road for 
Kukoc, who inked a six-year deal worth 
$26 million, topping even Jordan’s con- 
tract. With it came a tower of expectations. 

“A Kukoc can come over here on a giv- 
en night and look like Magic Johnson, but 
then he plays the next night and he looks 
like Vern Fleming,” says Karl, who 
coached two years in Spain. “The All-Star 
player is a guy who produces at about 70 
games a year. There are a lot of guys who 
can produce 31 times a year. In Europe, 
you don’t have to produce every night.” 

As Kukoc learns the NBA game, Divac 
and Schrempf, a two-time All-Star, re- 
main the most consistent of the European 
players. 

“I want to be on the All-Star team; it 
would make me satisfied,” says Divac, 
though on the whole, personal accolades 
are secondary for European players, 
who place the team ahead of individual 
goals. 

“The style of basketball is different 
[overseas],” says Schrempf. “People 
say it’s mechanical, but overall they play 
a better team basketball. Not as much 
selfishness.” 

Averaging 17 points and nine re- 
bounds last year, Radja, from Split, Croat- 
ia, ison the cusp of stardom in Boston. 

“If you told me a couple of years ago | 
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was going todo 17 andnine, then | 
would’ve laughed,” says Radja, 28. “But 
I’ve always been arebel. | left everything 
over there, where you’re one of the best. | 
start from scratch. 

“It’s hard watching the Robinsons, Ew- 
ings and Olajuwons on TV. They looked 
like monsters. And it’s hard for a 20-year- 
old guy from Europe to come in and say 
I’m going to make it. But | have.” 

Radja is the third NBAer (along with Di- 
vac and Kukoc) off the 1992 silver medal- 
ists from Croatia. 

“We speak different languages, but we 
are far away and in the same situation,” 
says Divac. “Missing our families, not go- 
ing home that often. When we play against 
each other, we try to get together and have 
dinner.” 

Divac smiles at the idea of a European 
dream team battling the NBA’s elite play- 
ers someday. With Muresan at center, Di- 
vac and Radja at forwards, Schrempf and 
Kukoc at guards, and Marciulionis coming 
off the bench, the NBA might just have an 
international incident on its hands. 

“Depends on which team we play,” Di- 
vac says. “The first dream team? No way! 
But | think any other future dream teams, 
we could win.” 

Asymbol for optimism, the Grateful 
Alive might indeed have a shot. 

“These players wouldn’t be successful 
in Yugoslavia or Italy or wherever if they 
didn’t have the pride to see where they 
stand against the best,” says Karl. “And 
the bestis in the NBA.” * 


MITCHELL LAYTON 


Could a European dream 
team spearheaded by 7-7 

Muresan in the middle pose a 
threat to the best of the U.S.? 
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Lakers center Viade Divac was 12 
years old when he decided to dedicate 
his life to a career in basketball. 

“| left my parents when | was 12 to 
play basketball because we had no team 
in our town,” he says. “My father was be- 
hind me 100 percent. He didn’t want to 
regretit later. | don’t.” 

His parents, Divac says, are the foun- 
dation of his happiness and success in 
America. 

“My parents come here almost every 
year during the winter time there so they 
can save some money and don’t pay 
electricity,” he says. “I’mso happy to 
see them. My parents did everything for 
us and put us in the right direction. | al- 
ways say to them, ‘| wish my kids were 
like yours because we’re successful.’ ” 

And fortunate. Aside from his par- 
ents, Divac credits a former teammate 
for his initial success in the NBA. 

“Very important for my basketball ca- 
reer was Magic Johnson. He really took 
me and put me in the right position to 
prosper,” Divac says. 

Being drafted by the Lakers may 
have been the best thing to happen to 
Divac outside of the family. 

“When | first came herein '89, | 
crossed in the locker room, and when | 
saw Magic, Worthy, Byron andA.C.., | 
couldn’t believe it,” says Divac. “Il saw 
those guys on TV and | just couldn’t be- 
lieve | was playing with them.” 

Arriving at Los Angeles International 
Airport from Europe, Divac founda dif- 
ferent world. 

“l was scared. | remember Jerry West 
was waiting for me at the airport, and 
whatever he said was great. | didn’t 
know what he was talking about since | 


didn’t speak English that first year. Ev- 


erything was new and shocking, butit / 
was great.” 

The 27-year-old Serb and his 
wife, Ana, have twochildren, Lu- 4 
ka, 4, and Matia, 2. Divac plans 
on teaching his sons both cul- 4 
tures. 

“My kids are Americans, they 
were born here, but they’re also 
Serbian because I’m from there,” he 
says. “They’re going to speak both lan- 
guages, learn both cultures.” 


LAKER TRAILBLAZER 


The war separating his homeland is 
constantly on his mind. “You must push 
yourself and try to leave those things in 
your home and do your best at your 
job,” explains Divac, who works with 
foundations providing relief for both 
Serbians and Croatians in the war 
zones. 

In the NBA war zones, European 
players share a common bond. “Some- 
times when | play against Dino or Toni, 
we talk trash in Yugoslavian, so when 
we goto the free-throw line, we might | 
havea hard time.” 

When Divac returns to Yugoslavia, 
as he does each summer, he tries to re- 
late the fact that a life outside of the 
war-torn country exists. And awaits. 

“| remember a couple young guys | 
was helping ina camp in Bosnia,” Divac 
says. “| told them the most important 
thing is to have a goal or adream, and 
take the steps to that dream. 

“The NBA is big there, especially af- 
ter the road of success that I’ve been 
lucky to have. It’s much easier when 
someone does it in front of you and you 
can follow them.” —DD 
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‘STATE WARRIORS 
ES PROUDLY CALL 


fis sue of SPORT because my son 
the \ Varriors, and | read the section 

| players. 
r, Mr. Howerton? Do not give my son a 
ou have nolan in Chris Gatling’s 
God every day that he is even alive af- 
in surgeries as a teen-ager. The. 
id nei rWalk or talk again, much 
A. |wasatth jospital for 30 


that preview. 

“What can! say?” says Gat, “I’ma 
mama's boy.|’manonly child, and 
she’s gonna protect me no matter what 
anyone says, especially after everything 
| put her and my dad through when | was 
17 and on my deathbed.” 

Mama's boy and proud of it. That 
seems to be the prevailing theme run- 
ning through the Oakland Coliseum 
these days. 

Ever since overall No. 1 pick Joe 
Smith announced at the 1995 NBA draft 
that his mother, Letha, would be moving 
across the country to live with Joe in his 
new NBA home, every writer and his 
mother have traveled to the Bay Area to 
file reports on Joe and Joe’s mama. 

\t’s aheartwarming story. Fifty-eight- 
year-old mom moves from Norfolk, Va., 
to California to make sure her 20-year- 
old basketball-playing son gets off on 
the right foot as he embarks on his new 
high-profile job and multimillionaire 
lifestyle. 

It makes for a great tale, but to single 
out Smith would be doing an injustice to 
the other mama’s boys on the Warriors 
squad. Smith isn’t the only Golden State 
golden child who has amom looking 
over his shoulder. 

Chris Gatling? Dis Chris and see how 
quickly Mom appears. 

Tim Hardaway? Has his deceased 
grandmother’s initials—M.E.E. for Min- 
nie E. Eubanks—inscribed on his shoes. 

Latrell Sprewell? Bought his mother 
ahome in 1994 near Milwaukee and 
stays there for most of his off-season. 

Jon Barry? He lives with his wife— 
and mom and stepfather in the Bay 
Area. 

Coach Rick Adelman? His 83-year- 
old mother just redecorated her trailer- 
park home in Oregon, replacing the 
Portland Trail Blazers motif with War- 
riors blue and gold. 


Tap, tap, tap. 

This writer turns around to see who’s 
behind him and finds a 6-8 Warrior with 
aboyish smile staring down. 

“Don’t you want to talk about my 
mom?” asks David Wood, asharp- 
shooter on the court and straight-shoot- 
er off it. “She’s a wonderful lady, just the 
sweetest lady in the world. | could tell 
her anything and she was the only one 
who wouldn't laugh at me. Growing up, | 
told her | wanted to play in the NBA and 
she....” 


Sounds like a wonderful lady. 
GG 9 think everybody on this teamisa 

mama’s boy,” says Smith. “I’m 

sure if they were in my situation, 
20 years old and just starting out, their 
mamas would be out here too. But now 
they’re older and some have their own 
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families. I’m sure they’re just as close to 
their moms, though.” 

But Joe Smith’s mother-son situa- 
tion is unique. ANo. 1 pickin the NBA 
draft typically buys his mom acar, 
maybe anew home, but never do you 
hear of him inviting her to be his roomie 
in his new NBA city. “A lot of young men 
in the league wouldn’t want that,” says 
Adelman, “but Joe Smith, he’s aspecial 
person.” 

So special, he quickly has taken the 
reins from last year’s NBA darling, Grant 
Hill, and become America’s new favorite 
rookie. Seemingly every national media 
outlet pounced on the story about Joe 
and Joe’s mom. Smith at first was sur- 
prised by the interest, but looking back 
onit, he understands that the parental- 
guidance angle struck a chord with 
many. 

“We are so close, and everybody just 
wanted to key inon that closeness,” 
says Joe. “A lot of kids need that, some- 
body there for them—a parent, a 
guardian. That’s one reason every- 
body’s writing about it. She was there for 
me no matter what. A lot of kids look up 
to all the wrong people in life as role 
models. If kids see someone like myself 
looking up to my mother, maybe they'll 
start to look up to their parents.” 

Warriors director of communications 
Julie Marvel says Letha Smith has re- 
ceived dozens of interview requests 
since the draft. Former NBA great Len 
Elmore, now Joe’s agent, and his staff at 
Precept Sports & Entertainment have 
batted around the idea of pitching Joe’s 
mom for commercials to national adver- 
tisers. 

“She’s really blown up recently,” 
says Joe. “Commercials, talk shows. | 
think by the time this is over with, she'll 
be one of the big-name moms out 
there.” 

Letha Smith, mother of seven chil- 
dren, the youngest being Joe, first cap- 
tured the nation’s attention at last 
June’s NBA draft in Toronto. After com- 
missioner David Stern announced that 
Joe Smith had been chosen by Golden 
State with the overall No. 1 pick, Letha 
burst into tears and raised her hands to 
heaven as the cameras rolled. 

“God brought me seven children, 
and not one of them was ever trouble,” 
says Letha, who has held as many as 
three jobs at a time since her husband 
left home. “| was remembering all of 
that. 

“! also didn’t want to have to work all 


Hardaway honors his late 
grandmother by penning her 
initials, M.E.E., on his shoes. 
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my life, and when | heard Joe’s name 
called at No. 1,| knew God answered 
my prayers.” 

Little did Letha realize at the time of 
the postdraft news conference that the 
media would turn her into the NBA’s 
most famous mom just moments after 
the 6-10, 220-pound prospect an- 
nounced his intentions to room with 
Mom at Golden State for his rookie year. 

It doesn’t hurt that her son can flat- 
out play the game. Joe Smith is wise be- 
yond his years. Twenty going on 25. 
He’s a perfect fit for an underachieving 
team that sorely lacked a big man who 
can pass out of double-teams, hit the 
open 15-to-18-foot jumper, jump out of 
the arena for alley-oops and put-back 
jams, and play hard every night. That’s 
Joe Smith, all in one package. 

“He reminds me of a young Horace 
Grant,” says Warriors guard B.J. Arm- 
strong, the former Bull who was a rookie 
during Grant’s third season, 1989-90. 
“Horace is 6-10, 235 now, but he wasn’t 
as big back then.” 

“His mom’s doing the right thing,” 
says Hardaway, who says his own par- 
ents instilled a never-back-down men- 
tality that was key for him in his rookie 
season six years ago. “She doesn’t want 
him to start out bad. Start out good from 
the get-go and go from there. He’ll get 
that home cooking, and more important, 
she'll keep his head on straight.” 

Sprewell, who learned all too well the 
travails of letting others get inside your 
head, says you need unconditional love 
no matter how tough times get. 

“| know forme, my mom will be 
there in my corner regardless of what 
goes wrong,” says Sprewell. “I feel | 
can be wrong, and if | tell her some- 
thing, she’s with me anyway. That’s the 
Way itis.” 

Could the Warriors have avoided their 
dismal 26-56 1994-95 season had, say, 
Agnes Nelson and Doris Webber gotten 
Don and Chris to hash out their differ- 
ences in a mother-and-son closed-door 
conference? Could Gwendolyn Hard- 
away and Pamela Sprewell have gotten 
their sons to share the ball last season if 
they'd been living with their sons in Oak- 
land? 

Joe Smith laughs when these ques- 
tions are posed to him, countering with, 
“| think these guys are a little too old to 
have their mothers out here.” Just a silly 
thought. 


Mother knows best, according to 
Gatling (top) and Smith, who 
brought his mother, Letha, to 
Oakland to room with him. 
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Oris it? 

Chris Mullin is 32, the oldest Warrior 
on the roster. His mother, Eileen, died two 
years ago from cancer. His father, Rod 
Sr., died from the same dreaded disease 
in1991. 

Hardly anight goes by that Mullin 
doesn’t sit in his hot tub, stare at the sky, 
find the two brightest stars and pretend 
they are his father and mother. He talks to 
those two stars every night, tells his folks 
they haven’t died, how they’re still with 
him. Tells them about his kids, his wife, 
how his day went, the game that night. 

He no longer tells the media of this— 
it’s too painful. But he is certain his moth- 
er and father are still with him in Oakland. 

“l have a hard time thinking about it,” 
says Mark Grabow, the Warriors’ 
strength-and-conditioning coach and 
one of Mullin’s best friends. 

“Theirrelationship with Chris 
was...was...you don’t even have to talk 
about it. When you’ve been a part of 
someone’s life, like | have with Chris, you 
don’t have to say anything. It just runs re- 
ally deep. It’s hard for me to even talk 
about it.” 

Rebecca Gatling knows the feeling. 

She remembers seeing her son, Chris 
Gatling, on his deathbed suffering with a 
blood clot in his brain. She remembers 
the agonizing nights she spent with hus- 
band Ray, praying over their 17-year-old 
son. She remembers at first blaming her 
husband and then trying to console her 
husband, who blamed himself because 
he had sent Chris out to work at his main- 
tenance construction company ona 
night when Chris had complained of be- 
ing too tired. She remembers hearing 
how Chris had slipped off the bumper of 
the company van while cleaning it and 
cracked open his skull and was knocked 
unconscious. 

She remembers how the right side of 
Chris’ body was paralyzed. She remem- 
bers doctors saying Chris would never 
be able to walk or talk again. 

She remembers Chris overcoming the 
odds. Earning a basketball scholarship to 
Old Dominion. Being drafted by the War- 
riors with the 16th pick in the 1991 draft. 
Averaging 14 points and eight rebounds 
in 25 minutes a game last season. 

And, oh yes, she remembers some 
thoughtless sportswriter giving her pre- 
cious sona “C+” after allhe’s been 
through. 

“When | hear Chris call himself a ma- 
ma’s boy,” says Rebecca Gatling, “it 
makes me want to laugh because it’s 
true. Sometimes | wish | was alittle more 
lenient with him, but he was our only 
child.” 

Warriors? 

In name only. Acloser look at their 
collective heart reveals a softer side. Ask 
their moms. * 
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PRO STOCK MOTORCYCLES 
ON THE EDGE AT 180 MPH 
By Rick Voegelin 


hey race naked in Pro Stock 
Motorcycle drag racing. Unlike 
atypical race car driver, a bike 
rider is totally exposed to the el- 
ements: no seat belt, no roll 
cage, no reassuring cocoon of sheet metal. 
Abike rider’s only safety net is his helmet, 
his leather suit and his instinct for survival. 

Riding a Pro Stock bike is like strapping 
yourself to an|ICBM missile. With 250 
horsepower between your legs and a 10- 
inch-wide tire to deliver the thrust, zero-to- 
100 mph takes just 2.5 seconds. The 
fastest bikes cover a quarter-mile in 7.5 
seconds and hit atop speed of over 180 
mph. Yet the men who ride these machines 
are neither speed-crazed nor suici- 
dal. They possess the same in- 
definable “right stuff” that mo- 
tivates fighter pilotsand 
Apollo astronauts. David 
Schultz and John Myers are 
the acknowledged masters 
of motorcycle drag racing. 
Between them, they have won 
more than 60 races and the last 
six NHRA championships. 
They are personable, intelli- 
gent and intense; to corrupta 
bygone advertising slogan, “you meet the 
nicest people on a Pro Stock Suzuki.” 

Myers and Schultz are the yin and yang 
of motorcycle racing: John is blond and 
lanky, David dark and athletic. Their ongo- 
ing rivalry has helped to turn the spotlight 
on the two-wheelers, which habitually live 
in the shadow of drag racing’s headline 
act, the fiery Top Fuel dragsters. “It’s noth- 
ing personal,” says Myers. “We're just both 
out there to win.” 

Schultz echoes his rival’s sentiments: “l 
respect him, but there’s no one! wantto 
beat more.” 

It takes discipline, skill and concentra- 
tion to ride a Pro Stock motorcycle well. 
With the engine screaming at 13,000 rpm, 
the rider has less than five seconds to exe- 
cute four perfect shifts. As the bike acceler- 
ates at nearly 3 g’s, its front tire skims 
above the track surface. The handlebars 
are simply ornamental; the rider steers his 
mount with body English. As the bike hur- 
tles toward the finish line, the rider cheats 
the wind by crouching behind acarbon 
fiber fairing. “After | shift into high gear, my 
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job is to get tucked in so tight that I’m part 
of the bike,” Schultz says. “I call it ‘getting 
into the paint.’ ” 

“!’m very conscious of the speed,” he 
adds. “The bike gets light and dances 
around. The faster | go, the lighter it gets.” 

Both men are painfully aware of the 
dangers of their profession; each has sur- 
vived ahigh-speed spill. “I used to believe 
that a thinking, intelligent rider would nev- 
er crash,” Schultz says. “What happened 
in Houston blew that theory.” 

Two years ago at Houston Raceway 


& Park, the timers clocked Schultz at 167 


mph as he and his motorcycle parted 
company at the finish line. He somersault- 
ed adozen times, slid 880 feet on 
the asphalt, and tore gaping 
holes in his protective leathers. 
“When | finally stopped, | took 
\ aninventory of my body 
parts,” Schultz recalls. “The 
} only thing broken was my lit- 
tle finger. 
“Doing crazy, stupid things 


Ags when | was young taught me 


how to survive that crash,” he 
explains. “I learned how to tuck 
in by jumping off ski boats at 80 
mph. If you do it right, you just skip across 
the water.” 

Schultz also learned less risky lessons 
as a young man that have contributed to 
his success. He lettered in four sports in 
high school, maintained a straight-A aver- 
age, and dreamed of a career inthe big 
leagues. “| wanted to be a professional 
athlete but just didn’t have the physical 
size,” he remembers. “But sports taught 
me character, discipline and mental con- 
ditioning. Those are skills you need in rac- 
ing too.” 

Like Schultz, Myers confronted his 
own mortality when a gust of wind sent his 
motorcycle out of control. “Crashing 
made me a better driver,” he says. “lt 
taught me respect for the bike.” 

Applying the pretzel logic that is the 
trademark of people who truly possess 
the right stuff, Myers points out the not- 
so-obvious advantage of racing atwo- 
wheeled missile: “Statistically, more cars 
crash than bikes.” 

Agood point to remember when you're 
racing naked at 180 mph. * 


NOM 


43HS 


ERIC LINDROS WON THE MVP 
TROPHY AND NOW HASHIS 
SIGHTS SET ON THE STANLEY 


CUP/By Barry M. Bloom 


Draped over a claustrophobic practice rink in a tiny New Jersey town north of 
Philadelphia is a banner honoring the Flyers’ only two Stanley Cups, both coming 
in the mid-1970s. Eric Lindros would like to add a third cup to a Flyers team that 
hasn’t been to the final round since 1987. 

In the locker room, Lindros sits alone with his bare back against the stall, well 
aware that it takes more than one man to win Lord Stanley. 

For the cup-starved fans of Philadelphia, Lindros is the Second Coming. The 
main man himself, one Bob Clarke, is back running the team. Clarke, whose face 
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is aroad map of old nicks, cuts and scars 
carved by various butts and blades of op- 
posing sticks, led the cup run of the old | 
Broad Street Bullies back in’74 and ’75. 

Life, hockey and Philadelphia were dif- 
ferent back then. Lindros, now 22, was 
barely out of his crib when Clarke, Dutch 
Schultz and company carved up the Na- 
tional Hockey League. Now Clarke, as club 
president and general manager, is reach- 
ing for the stars again. In 1992, the Flyers 
were coming off a third consecutive play- 
off-less season when they sent five play- 
ers, a first-round draft pick and $15 million 
to the Quebec Nordiques for the rights to 
sign Lindros. 

He has three seasons left on a six-year 
deal worth $18 million. Characteristically, 
Lindros refused to play for the Nordiques, 
who drafted him in’91. Lindros hated the 
owner, Marcel Aubut, and feels no better 
about him today. Aubut used the Flyers 
players and money to rebuild a franchise 
he sold to Denver interests last summer. 
Lindros almost retches when he considers 
the possibility that he too could have been 
amember of the Colorado Avalanche. 

“It was the best thing | ever did,” Lindros 
says of shunning Quebec. “I didn’t like the 
owner. | had no respect for him. He didn’t 
treat his players well. He told me that if | 
went to Quebec, I’d be a god. To be quite 
honest with you, | don’t care to be a god.” 

Adisciple would be good enough, just 
one of the guys on the tortuous march to 
the Stanley Cup. Last spring, the Flyers 
took an unexpected playoff joyride into the 
Eastern Conference finals before they were 
met by the New Jersey Devils in atrain 
wreck. 

The Devils laughed and scoffed, hold- 
ing Lindros to two goals in six games. No 
shots on goal at all in the first game. The 
hated Claude Lemieux broke the Flyers’ | 
back when he won Game 5 at the Philadel- 
phia Spectrum with a 60-foot slap shotin | 
the final minute. The Devils went on to win 
the cup, eliminating Detroit in four games. 
Lindros took his own club’s departure 
hard. He went home to his cabin in native 
Ontario and brooded. 

“Every player has at least one goal that 
sticks out and pisses you off,” says Lin- 
dros, referring to Lemieux’s game-winner. 
“It’s good to get it out of the way early in 
your career, | guess. 

“| don’t think you’ll ever forget. But at 
the same time, it’s time to refocus and get 
back to the goods. Get ready to roll. think | 
everybody was depressed for a while. It 
wasn’t good times, that’s for sure.” ; 

Despite an MVP season and a share of | 
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the scoring title in 94-95, Lindros took the | 
brunt of the blame for the loss to the Devils. | 


Even his coach, Terry Murray, wondered if 
and when Lindros would step up. He 


scored one of his goals in overtime to win | 


Game 8, but generally, Lindros skated 
around the ice in a haze, taking meaning- 
less whacks at the Devils. 

The vaunted Legion of Doom line, as- 
sembled by Clarke last Feb. 9 after he ob- 
tained big left wing John LeClair in a deal 
with Montreal, had just five points in the se- 
ries. Against the Devils, right wing Mikael 
Renberg scored three times, LeClair didn’t 
score at all, and Lindros went scoreless in 
the final three games. It was a shock for 


Lindros, who seemed to score at will until a 
serious eye injury nearly ended only his 


tively took him out of the series. 

“| believe the Devils played so good 
they took everybody out of the series—not 
only our team,” Clarke says. “Look what 
they did to Detroit; they destroyed them. 
My own feeling was that the Devils were 
just better than the Flyers. It wasn’t be- 
cause of Eric or Renberg or LeClair or [Ron] 
Hextall or anybody else.” 

Lindros seems hardly daunted about 


shouldering the burden. As native New Jer- 
sey son Bruce Springsteen once wailed in 
his gravelly, but haunting tone: “No defeat, 
baby, no surrender.” Lindros wants victory 
now, not later. The injury to his left eye, 
coming ona freak play when Lindros’ own 
slap shot hit New York Rangers defense- 
man Jeff Beukeboom and deflected back 
into his face, may have cost Lindros both 
the Ross Trophy and the Stanley Cup. 

Lindros missed the last few games of 
' the season while Pittsburgh’s Jaromir Jagr 
scored enough points, 70, to tie Lindros for 
| the scoring title. Jagr’s 32 goals to 29 for 
Lindros iced the Ross Trophy. That was 
bad enough. 
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- Skating on not-so-thin ice: The 


third big-league season. The Devils effec- Flyers’ Lindros has won over a 


_ city that jeers Hall of Famers. 


“It'd be nice to have your name on 
something like that, but what can you do? 
You can’t change what’s happened,” Lin- 
dros says. 

But as the playoffs opened, he was sit- 
ting at home nursing the injury. No excus- 
es, but Lindros admits now he was in grave 


"{Marcel Aubut] told me that if! went to Quebec, I'd he a god. To 
he quite honest with you, | don't care to he a goul.” —Léndros 
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SCOTT LEVY/BRUCE BENNETT STUDIOS 


danger in the days after the incident of los- 
ing sight in the eye. 

“| heard how serious it was about two 
days after it happened,” he recalls. “I said | 
didn’t want to stay in the hospital. | stayed 
home and they put me on this drug where 
you’re just totally dazed. That way, you 
don’t move and you don’t stand up or run 
up stairs or anything. I’m just lying there on 
the couch, nervous. 

“There are just a few very dangerous 
days when you have to stay quiet. | was 
pretty scared. It kept things in perspec- 
tive.” 

An argument can be made that the Lin- 


dros who returned was not the same player | 


His ability, looks and personality 
give Lindros a good shot at being 
the league’s next cover boy. 


who emerged last season as a man Clarke 
says “can be as good as anybody who has 
ever played the game.” 

“When big guys are out for a while, their 
skill level drops alot quicker than with 
smaller players,” says Lindros, listed at 6- 
4, 229 pounds. “Your conditioning drops 
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quicker. Everything drops quicker. So it 
took awhile.” 

Lindros scoffs at the suggestion that 
last year’s adversity would make victory 
this season that much sweeter. After all, 
even the Devils had to endure a Game 7 
double-overtime loss to the Rangers in the 
1994 conference finals before coming 
back last season to win it all. 

“That’s bull,” Lindros says. “Just win it 
right away and you don’t have to worry 
aboutit. Just go win.” 

Lindros is hardly a patient man. His 
opinions flow like grease off a Philly 
cheese-steak. With his good looks, youth 
and eloquence, he is the NHL’s top choice 


as cover boy. 

“Obviously, Eric is anatural with his 
brains, looks, personality and ability,” 
Clarke says. 

Lindros has won over a city that jeers 
Hall of Famers and spits out interlopers. 
Mike Schmidt had a long love-hate rela- 
tionship with Philly fans during his baseball 
career. Ricky Watters has developeda 
hate relationship with these same fans in 
his turbulent first season with the Eagles. 
Lindros is heralded as the biggest sports 
personality to hit these parts since Charles 


Barkley was traded to the Phoenix Suns. 

“Philadelphia is a tough city,” Lindros 
says. “The fans expect a lot. There’s no se- 
cret to it all. You play hard and win, people 
are going to like you. If you lose, they're go- 
ing to kick you in the ass just as quick. 

“It’s tougher here than a lot of places, 
but that’s good. It should matter. It keeps 
everybody focused. You've got to keep 
things focused.” 

Lindros would rather hang in the back- 
ground. He has asked Clarke for advice on 
how to deal with the budding crunch for 
time. Clarke has responded by making few 
demands of Lindros off the ice. 

“We can’t make demands on him that 
are going to interfere with him being the 
best he can be,” Clarke says. “You can’t 
forget what you are first—hockey players.” 

Lindros implores the NHL marketing 
geniuses to use a bevy of the league's 
young stars in their television and media 
blitz campaigns. Lindros could be this gen- 
eration’s Orr, Mario Lemieux or Wayne 
Gretzky. Remember, though, that he 
doesn’t care to be a hockey god. 

“It can’t just be one guy or two guys that 
carry the whole league,” Lindros says. “I 
don’t think that’s the best way for it to hap- 
pen. That’s the way it’s been in hockey for 
along time, but it’s not right. It worked toa 
certain extent, but we can get alot more 
accomplished by spreading it out and giv- 
ing everybody the light. 

“You've got to somehow work it so that 
every time you think of St. Louis, you think 
about Brett Hull. When you think of Toron- 
to, you think of Doug Gilmour. The more 
people that contribute, the better the 
league is going to be.” 

Clarke concurs. 

“| hope we’re not going to be like bas- 
ketball and just sell individual players,” he 
says. “You want them to sell Lindros and 
the other great players in the league, of 
course, but it’s still a team sport. To me, 
basketball just sells Michael Jordan and 
whomever happens to be great at the time. 
You hardly even know what the standings 
are in the NBA anymore. | hope our sport 
doesn’t get that way.” 

If Lindros had any doubt about hockey 
as ateam sport, he was taught a harsh les- 
son by the Devils last postseason. 

“There are things mentally that you 
have to battle through,” he says. “Every- 
body has problems physically. Trying to 
stay on top for 16 wins is aphenomenal 
feat. A lot of it is mental. If you think you can 
win, you will. When you start doubting 
yourself, you won't. That’s the way itis in 
everything.” * 


“Tt call {just he one oF two guys that carry the whole league... That's the 
way IU’ een in hockey for a long time, but it's not right.” —Lindras 
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HOTSHOT ’ 
Tamarick Vanover re 


A fresh start. 

That’s what Tamarick Vanover 
was granted last spring when the 
Kansas City Chiefs pulled off a nifty 
double play. First, they selected 
Vanover in the third round of the 
’95 draft. Then they went the extra 
mile to wrangle him out of his con- 
tract with the Canadian Football 
League’s Las Vegas Posse. 

Now Vanover looks like double 
jeopardy to the rest of the NFL. 

The Chiefs got what they want- 
ed—a fearless punt and kick re- 
turner with a north-south running 
style, allina 5-11, 213-pound 
package. 

“We needed to add the threat of 
a punt and kick returner to our 
team,” head coach Marty Schot- 
tenheimer says of Vanover, who al- 
so lines up at wide receiver, pro- 
viding the Chiefs with a dangerous 
deep threat. “Vanover is a powerful 
man. He’s got the body strength of 
aguy that’s 245 pounds.” 

For Vanover, those words are 
music to his well-traveled ears. He 
bolted onto the college scene in 
1992 as a freshman kick-returning 
sensation at Florida State. After his 
sophomore season, and soon after 
the Seminoles beat Nebraska in 
the Orange Bowl for the national ti- 
tle, family financial difficulties 
prompted him to pursue a pro ca- 
reer. While the NFL was out of 
reach at the time, the CFL offered a 
chance. 

“Coming out of high school, | 
wanted to be an all-purpose player 
like Eric Metcalf,” Vanover says. “I 
love competition, and the best is in 
the NFL. It was important to help 
my family at first, but [never lost 
sight of my lifetime goal.” 

At age 21, Vanover should bea 
senior in Tallahassee. Instead, he’s 
a freshman in Kansas City. It took 
only six games before Vanover be- 
came the first-ever Chiefs player to 
score ona punt and kickoff return 
in the same season. A mind-blow- 
er, even for Vanover. 

“It’s been a tough battle, but! 
made it,” says Vanover. “I just didn’t 
know it would happen this soon.” 

—Jim Potoski 
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Quarterback with a J : 


redjersey 


By Dan Dieffenbach 


his wasn’t sup: 
posed to be the ‘| 


year of the: 
quarterback 


kill. 

Concussions, man- 
gled knees, split: | 
open chins, crushed 
throats. Sounds like }] 
Pulp Fiction IL. 


“T certainly felt || 
more banged up: 
than last year” says p 
49ers quarterback : 


' viewers frequented ER. was ! 
' dragged across the turf by his shoulder. A ! 
' crushing uppercut to the throat left ‘ 
out of Oakland’s lineup. Dizzy ! 
x of the Rams suffered multiple ' 
' concussions. Next, it was the once-invinci- ! 
' Wyman continued the assault by choking 
“It’s no wonder the defensive players ! 

' don’t like the quarterback,” says ABC’s ! 
. “Every year they putinan- ! 


Steve Young. 


A check of the: 
weekly injury re-: 


ports this past sea- : 
son shows that: 
quarterbacks fre- : 
quentedtheIRas: 
much as television | 
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ble ofthe 49ers. 


other rule for them.” 


to their teams and to the league in general,” 
says Broncos assistant Gary Kubiak. 
Do you hear that, 


about you, Mr. 
1 send you a copy of the league’s new poli- 
1 cies onroughing up the guy in the pocket? 


? Anybody 


Lloyd might have started this brutality 
epidemic with his $12,000 hit on 
of Green Bay in the preseason. 


Hostetler, another $12,000 lick. The Bills’ 
served the Jets’ 
with limping papers, albeit without 


!_ malice or fine. 

The NFLimplemented new quarter- ! 
| back-friendly rules to protect the pretty ! 
' faces and money-makers, which is under- ! 
| standable. “Quarterbacks are so valuable - 


No wonder quarterbacks wear the red 
jerseys in practice and at training camp to 
indicate “hands off.” Levying more than a 
dozen fines to defensive players this year 


'_ because of brutal hits on quarterbacks and 
' wide receivers, the league made quite a 
? How ! 


killing, so to speak. 


is face told the story. ofthe 
He was an All-Star. “I think he de- 
served to be an All-Star,” says Mil- 
waukee head coach of 
Baker’s 1994-95 first-half performance. 
“He’s a great kid too.” 
It was Dunleavy who lobbied for his sec- 
ond-year, 6-11 forward to be part of the 
East All-Stars in Phoenix last year. Dun- 
leavy personally called each coach in the 
league to say that Baker was a deserving 
player. At 17 points and 10 boards a night, 


who could argue? 
The Lakers, on the other hand, in pro- 
moting for the West squad, 


asked the guard to sell himself as a deserv- 
ing All-Star. Van Exel declined, saying his 
play, nota campaign, would earn hima 
spot on the West team. 

Unlike Baker, Van Exel was absent from 
the midseason game. 

Nick, afew words go along way. 

Nuggets center 
sold his All-Star case league-wide and 
came up short—until the Lakers’ 

got hurt and Mutombo was cho- 

sen. A year earlier, Mutombo griped about 
not being the writers’ choice for Defensive 
Player of the Year. In 1995, guess who re- 
ceived that honor? 

Lakers center is onthe 
brink of his first All-Star appearance, but he 
may need guys named 
and to retire first. 

“Maybe | could get traded to the East 
and then make the All-Star team,” quips 
Divac. 

The East? and 
need only to let their games 
do the talking. 


the big screen. Asweeping finger roll 


T rademark images splashed across 
and sweeping words— 
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Wild back leg driving into a fastball and 


driving it wild— .AGold 
Glove and unmistakable golden smile— 


As this second-ever threesome was in- 
ducted into the World Sports Humanitarian 
Hall of Fame, others honored their model 
behavior. 

It got noise in Boise. 

“| just wanted some place where we 
could honor the good people in sports,” 
says Hall president and founder 


If you haven’t heard of it, you will. If you 
don’t believe in it, Finkbeiner will make you 
a believer. 

Stationed in the burgeoning town of 
Boise, Idaho, it’s a first: a place where good 
guys finish. Superstar athletes with a con- 
science now havea place of enshrinement. 

Cooperstown, N.Y., has the baseball 
hall; Springfield, Mass., has basketball’s; 
and Canton, Ohio, houses the football hall. 
Now Boise has the humanitarian hall. 

“This is no time to be ego-tripping,” Erv- 
ing said as he palmed the Humanitarian 
Award last fall. 

“Being here reminds me of how much 
more! should be doing,” Murphy an- 
nounced. 

And Vera Clemente, with her youngest 
son, Luis, wept on stage as her late hus- 
band was immortalized once again for his 
big bat and even bigger heart. 

The Clemente family flew in from Puerto 
Rico, Bobby Jones and Cazzie Russell paid 
tribute to Dr. J., and Mr. and Mrs. Murphy 
marveled at their son and his accomplish- 
ments against pitchers in uniform and for 
children in need. 

“It was a wonderful ride, son,” said 
Charles Murphy. “I thought it would never 
end.” 

And it hasn’t ended, not for the Ervings, 
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Clementes and Murphys of the world. They 
shall continue to roll up their sleeves and 
spread smiles. Julius raises money and 
awareness to fight lupus—his brother Mar- 
vin died of the disease in 1969; Clemente’s 
Sports City in Puerto Rico houses recre- 
ational and cultural events; and Murphy’s 
Operation Smile provides reconstructive 
surgery for children. 

Growing up, Erving’s dunks were idol- 
ized. His new challenge is to dunk suffer- 
ing. 

“I’m amazed that he gets better each 
year—at being a good person,” says 


By the year 2000, at least 21 people will 
be honored. In 1994, x 
and became 
the first trio of inductees. Among active 
players on next year’s ballot are the San 
Antonio Spurs’ , the 
Chicago Bears’ and the Balti- 
more Orioles’ 
“We hope this will start atrend of 
rewarding the good in sport,” says 
Finkbeiner. 


eparting a much-maligned sports 
year, we look ahead to what will hap- 


penin’96. More strikes? Less balls? 
Five visions: 


Retirements of some of the greats in their 
respective sports: Kings king 


, Cardinals shortstop , Cubs 
second baseman , Vikings 
quarterback , boxer 

and taxman. 


eRoutine sobriety checkpoints will be sta- 
tioned in the Bronx. (What can you expect 
when the Yankees’ roster includes 
F and 
?) 

¢The Seattle SuperSonics, 120-44 in the 
regular season but 3-6 in the postseason 
over the last two years, will get past the first 
round of the NBA playoffs. Barely. 


“All that stuff is behind us now,” says 

of Seattle’s two abrupt exits 

from the playoffs—at the hands of the 

Nuggets in ’94 and the Lakers last season. 

“It’s time to show everybody what this 
team can do.” 

NCAA football players will continue to 
accept payments from agents—and con- 
tinue to get caught. This will prompt the 
NCAA to consider paying players, or at 
least letting them work jobs during the sea- 
son orinthe summer. 

ein postseason play: the Miami Heat, 
Chicago White Sox and Tampa Bay Buc- 
caneers. * 
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HOTSHOT 
Isaac Bruce 


During agame against San Fran- 
cisco in lsaac Bruce’s rookie NFL 
season, a gentlemanly cornerback 
named Deion Sanders gave his wide- 
receiver opponent alittle advice. 
“Deion just told me to stay low run- 
ning my routes,” Bruce says. “He’s 
the type of guy who wants to be chal- 
lenged on every play.” 

A year later, Bruce is drawing 
comparisons to another famous 
49er: Jerry Rice. “| grew up watch- 
ing Jerry in Super Bowls. He’s one 
of the greatest. But the only thing 
that’s the same about us is that we 
both wear number 80.” 

For adecade, the Los Angeles 
Rams played second cousin to their 
intrastate rivals from San Francisco, 
but with Bruce leading the way, the 
St. Louis Rams hope to change that. 

“It's a different atmosphere here in 
St. Louis,” says Bruce, the NFC’s 
Week 7 Offensive Player of the Week 
following a two-touchdown, 191-yard 
receiving day against Atlanta. “We 
have 60,000 screaming fans who 
come out early and stay late.” 

The Rams’ resurgence and 
Bruce’s emergence are two of the 
biggest surprises of the 1995 sea- 
son—to everyone except Bruce. A 
second-round draft choice out of 
Memphis, Bruce knew he’d one day 
get his chance. And with the depar- 
ture of Flipper Anderson to Indi- 
anapolis via free agency, that chance 
came earlier than expected. 

“| trained a whole lot harder and 
with a lot of passion during the off- 
season because | knew | was going to 
be the man this year,” says Bruce, 
who's one of many men and women 
back at the Bruce household, the 
13th of 15 brothers and sisters. 

Having finished the ’94 season at 
4-12, the relocated Rams won their 
first four in 95 and have turned the 
franchise’s waning fortunes around. 
“We don’t want to be just a competi- 
tive team,” Bruce says. “We want to 
contend for the NFC champi- 

p.” 

Perhaps one not-too-distant Jan- 
uary afternoon Prime Time will regret 
giving Bruce that little piece of advice. 

—Greg Guss 
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“Sure, I’m fortunate to be in this position, but | always be- 
lieved this was going to happen,” says Bogues, 30. “This 
game is meant for a6- or 7-footer. Not too many guys at my 
size are successful.” 


OFF-SEASON 

To say speed and ball handling are the keys to Bogues’ 
game would be an understatement. He plays lickety-split, 78 
rpm. Passes seemingly come from a much loftier source. 

“Out in my backyard, I’m always working on my game,” 
says Bogues, who along with John Stockton are the only NBA 
players with at least 600 assists in each of the last six seasons. 
“| put up my chairs and do my figure eights to keep my ball- 
handling skills sharp. In and out, stop-and-go dribbles, work- 
ing with my left and right hands. | still do those things.” 

To music, he puts in two hours a day working with the bas- 
ketball, causing it to rush between his legs or whip around his 
back. Untrained NBA eyes might think the leatheris ona 
string, with Bogues the spoolmaster. 

“Sometimes you lose track of time when you're out there 
enjoying the game as much as | do,” he explains. 

“The summer, that’s where it all starts.” Or about 60 restful 
days after Charlotte’s final game of the season, which this 
year, Bogues promises, will come deep in the springtime. 

“Now I’m starting to understand how the body feels when 
it’s broken down alittle bit,” explains Bogues, coming off the 
first health mishap of his career, a knee injury for which he had 
arthroscopic surgery in October. “It’s not capable of doing 
what it used to do, and | have to go through steps to get back 
to that level.” 

Like weight lifting. Although his chiseled physique sug- 
gests hours of iron-pumping, Bogues concentrated on 
strengthening his upper body for the first time. 


GAME DAY 

Game day in Charlotte starts for Bogues at 
a bogus 6:30 a.m. 

“My kids wake me up before they leave for 
school and then | probably doze off again until 
about 8:30, watch alittle SportsCenter,” he 
says. 

Following a team shootaround, the noon 
hour finds Bogues in front of the television 
catching up on his soaps and having alight 
lunch. When the kids arrive home from school, 
Bogues blends in. 

“We jump on the trampoline, shoot a few 
hoops or throw the baseball around.” 

At, it’s time for Dad to start gearing up for 
his next NBA test. “I wash my hands, geta little 
meal, and head offto the game,” he says. 

On the road by 5:40 p.m., Bogues already 
has done his homework, but rethinks the op- 
ponent and envisions the holes he will no 
doubt dart through on his way to the basket. 

“I've always got the game on my mind and | 
know what my opponentis all about,” explains 
Bogues, the NBA’s fifth-best assist man last 
year. “I’ve been in this league for so long, | 
know what their strengths and weaknesses 
are. I’ve studied them.” 

Inthe Hornets’ locker room, the good-na- 
tured Bogues can be found stretching, getting 
loose and joking around with teammates. 
Coach Allan Bristow goes over the game plan, 
and then, as his formidable point guard casu- 
ally points out, “We tip it off at 7:30.” * 
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NOTEWORTHY 

NUMBERS AND 
STAT ODDITIES 
By Dan Gordon 


Number of teams to play a 
turnover-free Super Bowl 
and lose: 1 (Buffalo, which 
was beaten in Super Bowl 
XXV by the also turnover- 
less New York Giants) 


Active NFL head coaches who have 
wona Super Bowl: 3 (Don Shula, 
George Seifert, Bill Parcells) 


Consecutive seasons in which the 49ers’ 
Ken Norton Jr. has played on a Super 
Bowl-winning team, an unprecedented 
feat: 3 


Of the 28 Super Bowls in which odds- 
makers have established a favorite 
(Super Bowl XVI was rated a toss-up), 
number of times the favorite covered 
the point spread: 17 


Overtime games in NFL playoff history: 13 


Percentage of regular-season overtimes 
won by the team winning the coin toss, 
entering 1995: 47 


Percentage of overtimes won by the team 
losing the coin toss: 47 


Percentage of ties: 6 
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Prior to the Super Bowl, number of 
times fans have seen two good NFL 
teams on the Sun Devil Stadium field 
this season: 0 


Longest ongoing string of seasons in 
which an NBA player has led his team in 
scoring: 12 (Dominique Wilkins, 1983-84 
to 1993-94 with Atlanta; 1994-95 with 
Boston) 


Longest ongoing string involving a player 
leading the same team in scoring: 10 
(Hakeem Olajuwon, Houston; Patrick 
Ewing, New York) 


Players who have led their team in scoring 
every year they have played: 6 (Michael 
Jordan, 10 years with Chicago; Ewing, 10 
with New York; David Robinson, 6 with San 
Antonio; Shaquille O’Neal, 3 with Orlando; 
Grant Hill, 1 with Detroit; Glenn Robinson, 
1 with Milwaukee) 


Consecutive seasons in which Utah’s 
Karl Malone has scored at least 2,000 
points: 8 


Number of players in NBA history who 
have accomplished the same feat: 1 
(Denver’s Alex English) 


Where Mark West's .589 career field goal 
percentage entering 1994-95 placed him 
on the all-time NBA list, among players 
who have made at least 2,000 field goals 
in their career: 2 


Where Shaquille O’Neal’s career .583 
percentage ranks all time: 3 

1990 U.S. Census population 
of Columbus, Ohio, the 
largest U.S. city withouta 
major pro sports franchise: 
632,910 


t Number of U.S. cities with a 
‘larger population than 
: Columbus: 15 


Round in which the Atlanta 
Hawks selected future baseball 
star Dave Winfield in the 1973 
NBA draft, after Winfield had av- 
eraged 10.5 points and 6.1 re- 
bounds per game as a senior at 
Minnesota: 5 


Where San Diego Padres star 
Tony Gwynn ranked in assists 
among Western Athletic Confer- 
ence hoopsters in 1978-79 and 
1979-80 when Gwynn played for 
San Diego State: 1 


Where Cleveland Indians star 
Kenny Lofton ranked on Arizona’s 
all-time steals list by the time he 
finished playing for the Wildcats 
in 1989: 1 


Greg Maddux’s record with the Chicago 
Cubs in 1987—his first full major-league 
season and five campaigns before win- 
ning the first of four straight Cy Young 
Awards: 6-14 


E.R.A.: 5.61 


Where Maddux’s 90 wins over the past five 
years ranks among Atlanta Braves pitch- 
ers in that same time span: 2 


Number of wins by Maddux teammate 
Tom Glavine in the past five years, the ma- 
jor leagues’ most: 91 


Career playoff victories separating the all- 
time leader, Miami head coach Pat Riley 
(137), and the No. 2 man among active 
coaches, Chicago’s Phil Jackson: 71 


Jackson's playoff winning percentage, high- 
est among all coaches: .702 


Current NBA franchises that have a life- 
time winning record on the road: 0 


Number of games needed by Robert Parish 
in the 1995-96 season to pass Kareem Ab- 
dul-Jabbar and become the NBA’s all-time 
games-played leader: 67 * 
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SUBSCRIBER SERVICE 


SPORT would like to provide you with the 
best possible service for your subscription. If 
you need to contact us for any reason, 
please use the resource listing below as a 
guide. 
Subscriber Services Address 
Send your subscription order or other 
subscription correspondence to: 

SPORT, 

P.O. Box 53308, 

Boulder, CO 80322-3308. 
Subscription Questions 
For all subscription inquiries, call: 

1-(800)-800-8326. 
If possible, please have your mailing label 
available when you call. For subscription 
inquiries from outside the U.S., please call: 


1-(303)-678-0354. 
Moving 
Please give us 4-6 weeks notice to ensure 
uninterrupted service. Magazines are not 
forwarded by the Post Office, unless 
requested. Be sure to include your old 
address, your new address, and the date 
you'll be at your new address. If at all 
possible, please attach your mailing label 
showing your old address and account 
number, 
Duplicate Copies 
Duplicate copies can occur when there is a 
slight variation in your name or address. 
Please send both mailing labels when 
notifying us of duplicates. Be sure to tell us 
which address is correct. 
You’ve Made a Payment — But You're Still 
Getting Bills and/or Renewal Notices 
The invoice/renewal notice you've just 
received was most likely generated just prior 
to your payment. If you have paid your bill in 
the last 4 weeks, just ignore the new bill. But, 
if it has been longer than 4 weeks since you 
paid your bill, call us or send us a copy of 
your cancelled check along with the new 
invoice. 
Back Issues / Bulk Copies 
We have approximately 2 years of back 
issues available for purchase. To order by 
credit card please call: 1-(800)-800-8326. 
Back issue price list: U.S., Canada or 
Mexico: 1st back issue $8.00 (in U.S. funds); 
2nd back issue $5.00. For all other foreign 
countries: 1st back issue $12.00 (in U.S. 
funds; check must be drawn on a U.S. bank); 
2nd back issue $8.00. In order to purchase 
any 2nd back issue at the lower price, both 
issues must be ordered at the same time, 
shipped to the same address and be for the 
same magazine. Allow 4-6 weeks for your 
back issue to be mailed. 
Contacting Editors 
On all correspondence, be sure to include 
your name, address and phone number. 
Send your letters to: The Editors, SPORT, 
6420 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles, CA 90048- 
5515. Or-call: 1-(213)-782-2828 (call between 
9:00 am and 4:30 pm PST). All materials sent 
to the editors will become the property of 
SPORT and cannot be returned. 
Advertising Information 
If you would like to get information on 
advertising in SPORT, please call: 
1-(213)-782-2794 (call between 9:00 am and 
4:30 pm PST). 
Mailing Lists / Telephone Solicitations 
We periodically make our subscriber list 
available to a few select companies whose 
products may be of interest to you. If you 
would rather not be placed on such a list, just 
send us your mailing label along with a 
request to exclude your name. Please 
indicate on your request whether you wish to 
be excluded from mail and/or telephone 
solicitations. 


For information on how to 
ad in this section call (213) 782-2785, 
or fax (213) 782-2753. We accept 
Visa or Mastercard when placing your 
classified ad. PETERSEN PUBLISHING 
COMPANY, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los 


lace your 


Catalog of 20,000 research papers 


Angeles, CA 90048. Order Catalog Today with Visa/MC or COD 
INS | 100-351 027 
or (310) 477-8226 Mon. - Fri, Sam - 5pm (Pacific time) 


Or send $2.00 to the address below 


CABLE TV 
DESCRAMBLERS 
Converters & Accessories 

SAVE MONEY! OWN YOUR EQUIPMENT 

You now have a choice 

to own your cable 

equipment to access 
all premium and basic 
channels. We offer the 
lowest prices on all 
major brand names 
including Zenith, Jerrald, Scientific Atlanta, 

Tocom, and Pioneer. FREE 30 day trial period 

and 1 year warranty. So, if you are tired of the 

rising cost of Cable TV.. 


CALL FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG TODAY. 


Our 280-page catalog contains detailed descriptions of 20,000 


research papers, a virtual library of information at your fingertips. 
Endnote and bibliographic pages are free. Ordering is as easy as 
picking up your phone. Let this valuable educational aid serve you 
throughout your college years. 

EXAMPLES OF CATALOG TOPICS. . . 
21589 - HUMAN INTELLIGENCE. Analyzes conflicting theories & 
argues that 1Q is not only inherited, but also created by environment, 
social and contextual forces, 16 citations, 5 sources, 10 pages. 
21940 - DRUG USE & ADOLESCENT SUICIDE. Incidence, 
Connections, abuse, at-risk teenagers, family dysfunction, self-esteem, 
past & future research. 22 citations, 15 sources, 6 pages. 
Research Assistance also provides custom research and thesis 
assistance. Our staff of professional writers, each writing in their fields 
of expertise, can assist you with all your research needs. 


QUALITY GUARANTEED 
For your 280 page catalog, mail $2 to: 


RESEARCH 


Add-on Cable Company 


800/334-8475 ASSISTANCE 


11322 Idaho Ave., Dept. YR 
Suite 206 
Los Angeles, California 90025 


VOID WHERE PROHIBITED 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS 
Save $100's 

+ All makes and models + Years of customers 

+ Quality Equipment complete satisfaction 

+ Shipped within 24 hrs + Free catalog 


Sou Oe TS, 
Batting Practice 


L&L ELECTRONICS INC. System 
1430 Miner St. Suite 522 Des Plaines, \L 60016 
* used by * 
A's, Mets, Phillies, U. of T. 


FREE BROCHURE 
800-886-7774 


SPORTSLINE 
KIDD, MASHBURN, POPEYE 
DALLAS MAV’S 
Hear what the players are saying: Exclusively 
1-900-454-0077 
$2.47 a minute/Avg 4 min cost $9.88 TT phone ke 18+ with 
parental permission. Message updated weekly. 24 hrs a day. 
STARZ Talk Dallas 214-457-4000 


* 1000 NFL prospects evaluated & rated. Statistical 
analysis of top prospects, a mock draft, analysis of 
each NFL team’s needs, free agency wrap up & 
analysis, and a year end evaluation of the rookie class. 
Four publications, Mat/Apr/Aug/& Dec. Price: $14.00 


* Analysis of 200 NBA prospects & a mock draft. 
‘lwo publications, May & June. Price: $5.00. 


* Send payment, name, address, & phone # 
|to Broad Horizons, PO Box 450486, Garland, 
TX, 75045-0486. We accept VISA, MC, and 
checks. Call 1-800-567-0300 or order through 
email: bhorizon(@) metronet.com. Home page 
on the Internet. URL: http:// www. 
metronet.com /~bhorizon/broadhm.htm 


SPORT 


aeranienanerias CALL 
| 213078202785 


6420 WILSHIRE BLUWD., 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 


It's rude. Has a bad attitude. And those are ZR2's good points. It looks like its gene pool was stocked with sharks. 
The Chevy S-Series ZR2 goes wherever it wants and does whatever it wants. Because ZR2 has the biggest 
V6 there is, the Vortec 4300. It has an on/off-road suspension, Bilstein shocks and fat, oversized t 


For a free product brochure call 1-800-950-2438. The Chevrolet Emblem and S-10 are registered trademarks and Chevy is a trademark of the GM Corp. ©1995 GM Corp. All Right 


ilustration by Mike Cressy 


(J YES! send me 1 year (12 issues) of SPORT 
magazine for only $19.94 

4) Payment enclosed Bill me (U.S. & Canada only) 
Name (please print) 
Address 
City/State/ZIP 

The above offer is good in the U.S. only. Canadian orders add $8.00 per year (includes 
GST); all other foreign orders add $10.00 per year (for surface mail postage); all payments 


must be in U.S. funds.Allow 4-8 weeks for your first issue to be mailed. 
Special introductory offer for new subscribers only, please. 7BYCS5/. sp 


the Best... 
 OFUr: 


“®\ (IVES! send me 1 year 
SA (12 issues) of SPORT 
magazine for only $19.94 


ONLY 


per issue 


LI YES! send me 1 year 
(12 issues) of SPORT 
magazine for only $19.94 


\, GO Bill me (U.S. & Canada only) 


N Name (please print) 


| 


(4) Payment enclosed 


(J Bill me (U.S. & 


Canada only) 
Address 


Name (please print) 
y City/State/ZIP 


\ The above offer is good in the U.S. only. 


Address Canadian orders add $8.00 per year 
} (includes GST); all other foreign 

orders add $10.00 per year (for 

a surface mail postage); all pay- 
City/State/ZIP 4 ments must be in U.S. funds 


Allow 4-8 weeks for your first 

issue to be mailed. Special 
\ introductory offer for new 
\) subscribers only, please. 


= 7BYC5/sp 


The above offer is good in the U.S. only. Canadian orders 
add $8.00 per year (includes GST); all other foreign orders add $10.00 per 
year (for surface mail postage); all payments must be in U.S. funds.Allow 
4-8 weeks for your first issue to be mailed. 

Special introductory offer for new subscribers only, please. 7TBYC5/: sp 
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BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 1158 BOULDER, CO 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 
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WaadaVdsoseaeredslalbdllbalabrltilhl 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 


IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


P.O. BOX 51541 
BOULDER CO 80323-1541 


co A oe ge ve 
NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 


IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
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POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


P.O. BOX 51541 
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36USC380 


Proud Sponsor of the 
1996 U.S. Olympic Team 


IT SATISFIES 
SINCE 1822 


A lot has changed since 1822. But not the way a cowboy feels about his gear. 
From the leather on his saddle to the stitching on his boots, it still has to be the best. 
Just like Copenhagen. Back then, we only used the finest premium quality tobacco. 
Still do. Back then, it only came in one honest flavor. 

Still does. The way we figure it, if you start out being the best, why change. 
That's Copenhagen. An American original. 


©1995 U.S, Tobacco Co. 


